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ARMEE DE LAIR inthe Antilles 
Permit Testing Minicab G-AWEP 


Coventry Airport—ahistory 


— In time for the summer spotting season 


£4.50... . and still available... . £4.50 


EXECUTIVE JETS 


* lists in construction number 
order, every business jet ever 
built 


x full current registration cross 
reference 


EUROMIL 


FOREIGN MILITARY 
AIRARMS TO EUROPE 


* lists all European Air Arms and 
also many other world air arms 
lexcept British and USA) 


. coming soon 
EUROPEAN CIVIL AIRCRAFT REGISTER 


* lists all European civil aircraft except British 
* gives registration, construction number and type 


Normally — £6.00 


SURVIVORS 
REVIEW OF PISTON- 
ENGINED AIRLINERS 


& lists all extant piston-engined 
airliners by type/construction 
number order 


* fully comprehensive, listing even 
non-flying types 

* contains much previously 
unpublished information 


* a must for the prop-airliner fan 


Normally — £4.50 
* Available at SPECIAL 


PRICE of £3.75 


if ordered before 12 May 1982 


Two NEW PUBLICATIONS 


U.S. MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT TO 
EUROPE: 
3rd edition 


* eight full-colour photographs 

* many other black and white 
photographs 

* over 25,000 individual serials 

* unit codes for Air Force and 
Navy aircraft 

* NEW PHOTOSET TYPEFACE 
FOR EASIER READING 

* larger size — 192 pages 

Normally — £5.50 


*r Available at SPECIAL 


PRICE of £4.50 


if ordered before 12 May 1982 


Available 1 July 1982 


* Available at SPECIAL PRICE of £5.00 
if ordered by 1 June 1982 


TOURS... 


a comprehensive range of European Tours are planned for 
1982. In addition a USA tour visiting the NBAA at St 
Louis and also Chicago and other centres is planned in 
September: Cost: £670. 
PLEASE WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS. SEEFIVE PUBLICATIONS 
ALL PUBLICATIONS ARE POST FREE IN THE UK (Overseas add £1.00 and pay by International Money Order). UK Cheques & PO's payable 
SEEFIVE PUBLICATIONS AT: SEEFIVE PUBLICA INS (M) 24 THE DRIVE, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX TW14 0AJ. 


Don't Miss a copy of your favourite 


BM: Order a Subscription... 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES NOW! 
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@ AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED £11.00 
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€ AIR EXTRA... 

© BUSES EXTRA . 
€ LOCOMOTIVES ILLUSTRATED . 
€ TRAINS ILLUSTRATED ...... 
e. YESTERYEAR R TRANSPORT. 


Send to: BG; ^m: ur) Subscriptions Dept, Terminal House, SHEPPERTON TW17 SAS 


. in payment 


Please book the following subscriptions. | enclose £ . .. 


ORDER FORM 


for one year from 


Name . 


for one year from Address 
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APRIL ISSUE OUT NOW Including: 


* US European Command * 3 Transport Group 
* HMS Leeds Castle % Exercise ‘Condor Redoubt '81* 
* US Navy in San Diego * RAF Tornado Weapons 


Conversion Unit 


114"x81^ مم40‎ inc colour 75p (on sale 12th of each month) 
Annual Subscription £11.50 Home/£13.00 Overseas 


ARMY 
AIR CORPS 
SILVER JUBILEE 


Features Include: 

* The Army Air Corps Yesterday and Today * Auster AOP 
* The Army goes Rotary * Air Gunner on TOW 

* Remember the ‘Budgies’ 


11]^x8]" مم40‎ inc colour 75p (on sale 12th May, Aug, Nov, Feb) 
Annual Subscription £4.00 Home/£4.50 Overseas 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE SHEPPERTON TW17 8AS ORDER BY 
ORDER BY PHONE GIROBANK 
Barclaycard/ EN Barclaycard/Access holders can simply call 09322 28950 with their Make out a transfer to account 
= 


"f No 302 4156 with order 
Access Accepted order details. details on the back 


US Air Force in the 1970s by Lindsay T. Peacock 


US Navy Combat Aircraft in the 1970s by Lindsay T. Peacock U.S. 


Composed in the main of high-quality photographs taken by the author himself, these two 
volumes present a vivid and graphic picture of United States air power over the last decade. 
They depict US aircraft in training, exercise and patrol activities, and the naval volume contains 
some spectacular views taken aboard America's huge aircraft carriers. 


Available from 
bookshops and model 
E i shops. If ordering by 


3 : Î post please add 75p 
for postage and 
packing. 


^2 Arms and Armour Press, 
2-6 Hampstead High St, London NW3 100 
Telephone No: 01-794 7868 (24 hours) 
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Annual subscription rates: AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED: 
Home £10.00 or Overseas (excluding North 
America) £11.00 (post incl), AIR EXTRA: (published 
quarterly) Home £4.00 or Overseas £4.50 (post incl). 
Payments should be made by direct transfer to our 
Post Office Giro account No 302 4156, or by 
equivalent local currency cheque. A// correspondence 
regarding subscriptions should be addressed to the 
Subscriptions Department of lan Allan Ltd and the 
envelope clearly marked ‘SUBS’, North American 
readers can book subscriptions with Sky Books 
International Inc, 48 East 5Oth Street, New York NY 


10022, USA, and the following rates apply: 
AIRCRAFT "ILLUSTRATED $31.00, AIR EXTRA 
$12.50. 
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form of articles, letters and photographs. Items 
accepted will be retained and paid for at standard 
rates on publication; those he is unable to use can 
only be returned if they are accompanied by a 
stamped addressed envelope, otherwise they will be 
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Material, either commissioned or freely submitted, 
is provided at the contributor's own risk and lan Allan 
Ltd cannot be held responsible for loss or damage. 
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CIVIL AIRCRAFT REGISTRATIONS 
1982 


In the High Court of Justice on 10 February 1982 in 
response to an action by lan Allan Ltd (the Publishers 
of Civil Aircraft Markings) Jane's Publishing Co Ltd 
gave an undertaking that they would not issue to the 
trade or to the public or to offer for sale or to sell 
their publication Civil Aircraft Registrations in any 
edition subsequent to the 1982 edition without 
clearly indicating on the cover and the spine thereof 
the names of the author and the publishers of such 
an edition and change the colour of the spine of any 
such edition to a colour other thanwhite. They also 
undertook not to use the same type face for the title 
of any such edition as the type face used on the 


Next Month: ‘Airshow 82“ preview 
The May issue of Aircraft Illustrated will contain our 
annual preview and events guide for the forthcoming 
air display season. The 'airshow 82' listing will 
constitute a handy reference to events held in the UK 
& Eire, while a separate section will provide a guide 
to the major airshows being held abroad. 


Frontispiece: Two views of the first Aermacchi 
MB-339 for the Italian National Aerobatic Team 
(Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazionale), the Frecce 
Tricolori. The aircraft was handed over to the 
team during a brief ceremony at Venegono 
Airfield on 6 January — see 'airnews' item, this 
‘A 0 issue. Note the absence of wingtip fuel tanks, 
'over and the spine of the 1982 edition of theif samê ~ standard on production aircraft, to afford the 


publication and to ensure that the size of any such 1 Frecce Tricolori pilo: ter vi! 
edition would be 130mm x 190mm. ` formation ida oh bait atl 
Jane's further undertook not to issue to the trade ` Photos: Enzo Maio (top) and Aermacchi 
ûr to the public or to offer for sale or sell any further 
existing copies of the 1982 edition of their 
publication Civil Aircraft Registrations without 
ensuring that there were affixed to it stickers on the 
spine clearly indicating the names of the publisher 
and of the author of that edition. This undertaking is 
binding upon Jane's Publishing Co Ltd until such 
time as the High Court action for damages and a 
permanent injunction by lan Allan Ltd.has been 
heard in the High Court. 


This picture: The second BAe146 feederliner, 
G-SSHH, made its maiden flight from Hatfield 
on 25 January. The aircraft has now entered a 
systems evaluation programme with initial 
assessments of the anti-icing system. 

Photo: BAe Hatfield 


Previously offered as optional on the 
748-2B, a standby water methanol system is 
fitted as standard to the -2B Super variant. 
This allows dry take-offs to be undertaken 
from airfields of suitable length, but in the 
event of engine failure, water methanol is 
injected into the live engine to provide 
increased power. 


MB-339PAN for Frecce Tricolori 


During a brief ceremony at Venegono 
Airfield on 6 January 1982, the first Aer- 
macchi MB-339A was handed over to the 
Frecce Tricolori Italian National Aerobatic 
Team (Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazionale — 
PAN). 

The aircraft was the first of 15 MB-339A 
jet trainers for the aerobatic team — consist- 
ing of nine formation aircraft, one solo and 
five reserves — and these have replaced the 
Fiat G-91PANs previously operated by the 
Frecce Tricolori; the G-91s have now been 
passed on to 2° Stormo at Treviso-San 
Angelo to resume their original close air 
support role. 

The MB-339 PAN version of the aircraft 
has a few minor differences with respect to 
the series production aircraft, involving the 
absence of wingtip fuel tanks (to afford 
greater visibility during wing-to-wing forma- 
tion flying) and the installation of a smoke 
generating system. 


Sea Eagle ‘launched’ 


The go-ahead has been given for full produc- 
tion of the Sea Eagle sea-skimming anti-ship 
missile. Production forms part of a £200 
million deal with BAe Dynamics Group, the 
prime contractor, which is developing the 
missile; the package also includes the 
development and evaluation phases of the 
programme. 

The decision by the Secretary of State for 
Defence, Mr John Nott, to proceed with this 
production phase of the Sea Eagle pro- 
gramme confirms his intention stated in the 
June 1981 Defence White Paper. 


Below: This night-time photograph illustrates 
Air UK's involvement in the Amsterdam travel 
market. Alongside Schipol Airport's Pier 
five Air UK F27 Friendships, about to depart on 
flights to Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Leeds/ 
Bradford, Norwich and London Stansted. For 
this coming summer, Air UK is increasing its 
number of flights to and from Amsterdam to 
111 round-trip services/week. Photo: Air UK 


mission avionics, including ground and flight 
acceptance tests. The aircraft feature a 
number of improvements over the first E-3A 
delivered to the USAF among which are: 
@Radar and software modifications that 
allow E-3A to track ships on the surface of 
the sea. This improvement was funded by the 
US. 

@An improved computer with increased 
speed and capacity to enable the system to 
track a large number of targets and have 
greater communications processing ability. 
Computer enhancements were developed 
with NATO funding. 

@Improved communications with additional 
radios and the newly developed joint tactical 
information distribution system (JTIDS). 
JTIDS allows a large volume of information 
to be transmitted in seconds to many users. 


New 748 variant 

British Aerospace has announced a further 
development of the 748, the 2B Super, to 
become available progressively during 1983. 
The standard aircraft will feature a number 
of new developments including an advanced 
flightdeck, new-style galley, installation of 
Dart engine hush kits and standby water 
methanol system plus the introduction of a 
system for dynamic balancing of the pro- 
pellers. 

The BAe 742-2B Super will be equipped 
with hush kits that will reduce engine com- 
pressor noise both in the air and on the 
ground by up to 1 dB(A). Also adopted is a 
system for *dynamic' balancing of the pro- 
pellers that reduces vibration in the area of 
front passenger seats by 7496 and reduces 
noise by a further 2}dB(A). 


Above: The largest agricultural aircraft 
the Western World, the NDN 

, was unveiled at Farnborough on 
18 February. Powered by the Pratt & Whitney 
PT6A-34AG engine, the Fieldmaster is the 
design of Desmond Norman and his Isle of 
Wight-based team and it made its maiden flight 
on 17 December 1981. A rep 
photographs of the aircraft will appear in next 
month's issue. 

Photo: NDN Aircraft/Brian Bradbury 


design and explore possible production of a 
new airliner in the 150-passenger class. 

The decision to cancel the agreement was 
announced jointly by Sanford N. McDon- 
nell, chairman and chief executive officer of 
McDonnell Douglas, and Frans Swarttouw, 
chairman of Fokker on 5 February 1982. 

The two men said the present condition of 
the worldwide commercial aircraft market 
was the fundamental reason for cancellation 
of the Memorandum of Understanding under 
which the two firms have been working since 
last May on a proposed MDF-100 airliner. 
The current economic problems of airlines 
around the world have severely curtailed 
demand for new aircraft. 

Fokker will now concentrate its resources 
on its present products, the F-27 and F-28 
but will continue to study advanced trans- 
port designs. McDonnell Douglas is to carry 
on with the design work of a 150-passenger 
airliner as it remains interested in eventually 
launching a new jetliner in this class when 
the market is ready for such a product. The 
company is also investigating derivatives of 
the DC-9 and DC-10. 


First E-3A for NATO 


The first Boeing E-3A AWACS (Airborne 
Warning and Control System) aircraft was 
delivered to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) on 22 January 1982. 

The E-3A, which had been ferried from 
the Boeing plant in Seattle to Dornier 
Reparaturwerft GmbH at Oberpfaffenhofen 
near Munich in March 1981 for installation, 
checkout and final acceptance of the entire 
mission avionics equipment, is the first of 18 
E-3A aircraft jointly procured by NATO. 
This fleet of airborne early warning radar 
and command systems is to complete the 
existing NATO Air Defence System within 
the frame work of an international force. The 
main operating base of these aircraft will be 
the Geilenkirchen airbase in the Federal 
Republic of Germany near the German- 
Dutch border. 

Dornier carried out the installation and 
integration of all the NATO AWACS 
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Tornado delivery rates adjusted 
Deliveries to the RAF of the Tornado will be 
levelled out following consultations between 
the UK, Germany and Italy; although the 
total numbers of the aircraft to be received 
by the RAF will remain unchanged. The 
peak delivery rates for Tornado will be 
adjusted to 44 (from a potential maximum of 
about 60) for the UK and to 42 for Germany 
— the peak rate for Italy remains at 24. 
Speaking to Parliament on 21 January, 
Secretary of State for Defence, Mr John 
Nott, revealed that ‘heavy pressures on 
defence budgets mean that the Tornado pro- 
gramme cannot be isolated from financial 
constraints’. At 1981 prices the Tornado 
programme is costing the UK £11.25 billion. 
Commenting on his decision, Mr Nott sai 
‘Late in 1978, because Tornado production 
was running behind schedule, the planned 
maximum rate of deliveries to meet the UK's 
needs was increased from 46 aircraft a year 
to around 60. This level would have been 
reached in 1982 and held for the two follow- 
ing years; the delivery rate would then have 
fallen away quite sharply. Faced with 
budgetary difficulties, both the Germans and 
ourselves felt that it would be more sensible 
in terms of the overall balance of the defence 
programme to flatten out the peak of 
Tornado deliveries’. 
€ The Tornado made its first automatic 
terrain-following flight at night from the 
MBB Flight Test Centre at Manching at the 
end of last year. The 2hr flight was carried 
out in the 207 avionics prototype and the 
aircraft operated at an altitude of approxi- 


mately 300m and speeds of between 360 and 
450kts. 


F-18 'hands-off' landing 

The McDonnell Douglas F-18 Hornet flew 
its first fully automatic landing on a 
simulated-carrier-deck field at the US Naval 
Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Md; the 
flight was part of the Hornet's carrier 
qualification trials. 

At a pre-designated point several miles 
from the landing threshold, the pilot couples 
his aircraft to the Automatic Carrier 
Landing System (ACLS) SPN-42 radar 
aboard the carrier. The radar transmits a 
signal to guide the aircraft on to the carrier 
deck. Signals fed to the F-18's autopilot 
system are translated into movements of the 
stick and control surfaces. The ACLS com- 
pensates for the motion of the carrier deck, 
timing the aircrafts approach and 
touchdown to the rolling and pitching deck. 
Power changes are made by the Approach 
Power Compensator (APC) aboard the 
Hornet to keep it at the proper speed for 
landing. 


MDF 100 agreement terminated 

McDonnell Douglas Corporation and 
Fokker of the Netherlands have terminated 
the agreement under which the two aero- 
space firms have been working together to 
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of the air transport business and the 
pessimistic view of his financial position taken 
by the bankers finally pulled the rug out from 
under him. All the brave words and 
demonstrations by his loyal and attractive air 
and ground hostesses, the lobbying and the 
negotiating failed to stem the tide which had 
set so suddenly against him. 

١ have difficulty in imagining a British air 
transport system without the ever-smiling Sir 
Freddie in there, pitching. It is equally difficult 
to imagine that he will not be doing his utmost 
to get near to the top of the pile again. We 
shall all watch with sympathetic interest Sir 
Freddie's efforts to get his People's Airline 
airborne and on course to profitable, efficient 
operations. 

Good on you, Freddie! 


Secret sources 


For the last four or five years the West's 
intelligence services and the defence and 
aviaton 'whiz-kids' have been diligently 
gathering, piecemeal, details of new Soviet 
combat aircraft known to be flying at the 
Ramenskoye flight test base. Among them is 
an air-superiority fighter looking remarkably 
like an F-15, which has been given the 
provisional NATO code-name Ram-L. 

Now a great flood of information has been 
released on this potent new addition to Soviet 
air might. And not just three-view drawings; 
there are weights, warload, speeds, rate of 
climb, radius of action . .. you name it, 
comrade, it's all there. 

It never fails to amaze me when such 
technical minutiae can be gleaned from the 
skilled interpretation of satellite pictures, 
agent's reports allied to aerodynamic, 
thermodynamic and engineering extrapolation 
techniques. It requires all of these, and more, 
to find what's going on at Ramenskoye and 
other Soviet aeronautical research 
establishments. 

In the West, of course, Col Ivan 
Onitschenko, or whoever, has a simplified task. 
Just a brisk walk round to the Public Library, 
Stopping at the local newsagents en route and 
there is all the details of Western defence 
equipment of many kinds — winged, tracked, 
keeled, booted and spurred — neatly set out in 
any one of a dozen glossy magazines. Not 
that the gloss detracts from the accuracy of the 
photographs, drawings and the accompanying 
words. It just gives your average Soviet agent 
more return for his rouble. 


Part-timers with a punch 


And talking of defence, it is well worth 
remembering that a large part of Britain's 
defences and those of other Western nations, 
are manned by part-time volunteers who 
undertake training weekly or monthly to fit 
themselves and their units for the vital task of 
supporting the regular arms of the three 
Services. But rarely, if ever, do these 
draughtsmen, shop assistants, teachers, 
house-wives and bank-clerks etc have to face 
enemy fire. Not so the part-time members of 
the Ulster Defence Regiment who are on the 
most active of active service in the Province. 
More than 100 have been killed, including 
three women, during the last 12 years. 

One of their duties is to fly on helicopter- 
borne patrols. Using RAF aircraft they regularly 
undertake these 'Eagle' patrols exercising a 
very rapid response capability over large areas. 

This airborne capability has greatly added to 
the efficiency of their operations which are 
doing so much for the cause of law and order 
in that so sadly strife torn part of the United 
Kingdom. 


scan 


Paul Humphreys 


WHATEVER the final outcome of the Laker 
debacle, one thing is for sure. It is that Sir 
Freddie and his airline have hacked out their 
own unique niche in aviation industry and in 
our hearts. One might go so far as to say that 
that niche is probably unique in 20th Century 
industry for there can be few, if any, other 
businesses which, in failure, have produced 
such unsolicited and spontaneous warm- 
hearted response and support from the public 
at large — whether they had ever flown with 
Laker or not. 

Can you imagine BL or any part of it — 
marque loyalty not withstanding — getting 
much more than the slow handclap if (or when) 
it called in the Official Receiver? Not even the 
Rolls-Royce collapse a decade ago had such a 
public impact as did the news that Laker 
Airways was ceasing operations. Of course, in 
these hard times getting something cheaply 
has a lot to commend it; so there was a certain 
cachet attached to flying Laker, a kind of 
inverted snobbery in being able to sport a 
Skytrain sticker and get hauled across the 
Atlantic for something less than £ 100. 

The public has been conditioned by no less 
8 person than Sir Freddie himself to feel part of 
his winged family. Laker — man and airline — 
looked after them and gave them value for 
money. Sir Freddie was the airline, the airline 
was Sir Freddie, so when it collapsed under the 
intolerable load of dollar debt, we all felt a 
personal loss. Many citizens dug deep into 
their pockets in a family effort to save the 
patriarch and the company. It was a 
magnificent effort, but it was not economics. 

It is difficult, even repugnant, to comment 
adversely on a man who epitomised private 
enterprise — a man who began his business in 
the most modest fashion with a loan and, 
through sheer personality, toil and drive, built it 
into a renowned air transport undertaking able 
to take on international State airlines and beat 
them at their own game. It is not a little ironic 
that loans should have been the cause of the 
rise and fall of Laker. However, if Sir Freddie 
was prepared to accept the acclaim and the 
honours, however dearly earned, he must also 
now take the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune in the same way, hard though that may 
be. It is easy to be wise after the event, but one 
cannot help wondering if Sir Freddie had had 
stronger financial guidance and had heeded 
the advice which, undoubtedly, he has received 
over the years, whether Laker Airways would 
Still be in business today. 

We should not overlook the fact that there 
were low trans-Atlantic fares before Laker and 
although the term 'low' is comparative, there is 
no doubt that there will be low trans-Atlantic 
fares again. But it will not be quite the same 
game without Laker. 

It says much for Sir Freddie's international 
stature and general popularity that last 
summer — even with some $350 million 
worth of loans to buy DC-10s and A300s 
outstanding against him — a group of US 
banks to whom he owed $220 million, agreed 
to a 12 months' delay in repayment of his first 
year's capital; but only if a group of European 
banks would agree to a similar delay for 
repayment for their $130 million loan to him. 
Again, one wonders, did his banker-influencing 
charisma contribute to his ultimate financial 
failure. But in spite of Laker's ebullient tone and 
general air of optimism, the growing problems 
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Japan Airlines* Boeing 747B 1  Dec8l Oct79 
DC-l0srs 1 8Dec8l nd. 
401 
DC-10srs 1 25Jan82 nd. 
40D 
JAT Yugoslav —— Bocing727 2  Dec8l  Sep79 
Airlines* 
Kuwait Airways ^ Boeing 727 1  Dec8l nd. 
Lufthansa Boeing 747 1 Dec 81 May 80 
Combi 
Maersk Air Bocing 137 1 Dec8l nd. 
Malaysian Airline Boeing 737 1 Dec8l nd. 
System 
Merpati Nusantara Fokker 1 Jan82 Sep 81 
Airlines* F27-500 
Mexicana* DC-10srs 15 | 3Dec8l Sep 79 
Muse Air* 


DC-9 Super 2  15Jan82 nd. 
80 


Pacific Express® BAe 1 Feb82 (see notes) 
One-Eleven 

Pacific Western Boeing 737 1 Dec8l nd. 

Airlines 

Piedmont Airlines Boeing 1 Dec8l nd. 
737-200 

DC-9 Super | 14 Dec 81 14 Aug RI‏ عدوم 


80 
Republic Airlines* DC-9 Super 1 21 Dec 81 nd. 
80 


South African Boeing 1 Dec 81 Dec 79 

Airways 737-200 

Southwest Ai Boeing 2 Dec8l!  6Jun80 
737.200 

Swissair* DC-9 Super | 9Dec81 200ct77 
80 

TDA* Airbus 1 4Dec81 8 Feb 79 
A300B2-200 

US Air* DC-9srs30 7 (see notes) n.d. 

Wapiti Aviation* ^ EMB-IIOPI 1 30 Dec 81 nd. 
Bandeirante 

Notes 

Airliner Deliveries 


Aeromexico: All Super 82 versions of the DC-9, the aircraft are 
c/nos 1028, 1031 and 1032. They were delivered on 10, 22 & 23 
Dec 81 respectively. 

Alitalia: The aircraft are believed to be registered I-DEMP and 
I-DEMR — the latter being the freighter version. 

All Nippon Airways: Thought to be the airline's 15th and 16th 
Bocing 747SRs and registered JAB 157 and JABIS8. ANA is 
scheduled to receive a 17th example that will continue in the 
registration sequence as JA8159, 

Eastern Air Lines: The 25th Airbus for the airline is N226EA. 
Garuda Indonesian Airways: Fokker has started delivery of six 
F27-500 Friendships to Garuda with the handover of PK-GRG; 
the aircraft will be operated by Merpati Nusantara Airlines on 
its domestic route network. The A300B4-200 is the first of six 
that Garuda will receive (see May 79, p201) and is the initial. 
example configured with a Forward Facing (FF) cockpit for a 
flight crew of two. The A300s will operate on the airline's 
domestic network in particular from Jakarta to Medan, Garuda 
has ordered nine A300s and has three options. 

Japan Airlines: The DC-10s are c/nos 366 and 367. 


JAT Yugoslav Airlines: This delivery brings JAT's 727 fleet to 
nine. The aircraft are YU-AKK and YU-AKL. 

Lufthansa: The second 747, believed to be registered D-ABYW, 
in the four aircraft order placed in May 80 (see Aug 80, p345). 
Merpati Nusantara Airlines: (Sce entry for Garuda Indonesia 
Airways). 

Mexicana: Aircraft is c/n 365 and is the airline's third example 
of the type. 

Muse Air: The second and third DC-9s for the airline are c/nos 
1012 and 1023 — two more aircraft are scheduled to be 
delivered this year (sce Sep 87, p392). Muse Air's first DC-98 
are registered N 10028 and N10029. 

Pacific Express: Newly-formed subsidiary of WestAir Jet, 
Pacific Express will acquire a fleet of seven BAe One-Eleven srs 
200s from British Caledonian, prefacing its intention to operate 
the new BAe146 — it holds six firm orders and eight options for 
the 146, The One-Elevens will be operated on routes linking 
American west coast cities such as San Francisco, Oakland, San 
Jose, Palm Springs, Portland, Medford, Los Angeles and Boise. 
PSA: (Pacific Southwest Airlines), The continued delivery of the 
original order for 10 aircraft reported in Oct 78, p477. The 

DC-9 is c/n 1034. 

Republic Airlines: Aircraft is c/n 1029. 


Southwest Airlines: The fourth and fifth Boeing 737s from the 
six-aircraft order reported in Sep 80, p393. 

Swissair: Aircraft is c/n 1025 and is part of the order placed in 
October 1977. 

TDA: (Toa Domestic Airways) The fifth Airbus for the carrier 
is registered JA8472. TDA has ordered a total of nine A300s — 
the sixth was scheduled for e- 1982 delivery, while the remaining 
three will be handed over in 1983. 

US Air: C/nos and delivery dates of the aircraft are: 1030. 

(1 Dec 81), 1033 (8 Dec 81), 1036 (14 Dec 81), 1039 (18 Dec 
81), 1042 (22 Dec 81), 1044 (14 Jan 82) and 1046 (25 Jan 82). 
Wapiti Aviation: The Bandeirante is the first turboprop aircraft 
for the Alberta-based airline. 


arly months of the year, l- latter months of 
n, *=see notes. 
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The USAF had the second lowest major air- 
craft accident rate in its history during 1981 
when it recorded 2.42 major mishaps/ 
100,000 flying hr. This figure represents a 
decrease from the rates experienced in 1978 
(3.16), 1979 (2.92) and 1980 (2.57) The 
total number of USAF aircraft destroyed in 
1981 was 74. The US Air National Guard 
also recorded the lowest mishap tally in its 
history in 1981, with a rate of 1.7/100,000 
flying hr while the Air Force Reserve had an 
accident rate of just 0.7. 


Further to the ‘airnews’ item in the Nov- 
ember 1981 issue, announcing the selection 
of McDonnell Douglas as the USAF's prime 
contractor to develop the C-X cargo aircraft, 
it has now been reported that US Deputy 
Defense Secretary, Frank Carlucci, in- 
structed the USAF to drop the McDonnell 
Douglas entry and to select another aircraft. 
The USAF C-X mission will now be fulfilled 
— subject to congressional approval — by 50 
Lockheed C-5Ns, a development of the 


Galaxy, and 44 McDonnell Douglas 

KC-10s. 

Airliner Orders ~ 

Delivery 

Airline Aircraft No Ordered date 

Air Jamaica* Airbus 2 12Jan82 Oct 82 
A300B4-2 

Air New Zealand® Boeing lcn Jan82 — Dec 82 
737-200 

Colt Executive King Air 1 Jan 82 nd, 

Aviation C90 
AS350 — 2 Jan82? nd 
Squirrel 

Crown Air* DHCTwin 3 Jan82 nd. 
Otter. 

Ethiopian Airlines Bocing727 ! ^ Decl nd. 

Muse Air* DC-9 Super 2 — 18Jan82 lApre-May 
80 

Notes 

Airliner Orders 


Air Jamaica: The first Airbus Industrie customer in the 
Caribbean. The aircraft essentially will be operated on Air. 
Jamaica's high density routes to New York and Miami and will 
also serve tourist destinations such as Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Dallas and Atlanta from Kingston and Montego Bay. 

Air New Zealand: The carrier has switched the order for its 10th 
Boeing 737-200 to a convertible passenger/cargo QC version. It 
will be Air New Zealand's first 737QC and will allow daytime 
passenger and night-time freighter operations. 

Crown Air: The Puerto-Rican operator was formerly known as 
Dorado Wings. 

Muse Air: The two new aircraft were purchased from 
McDonnell Douglas at a total cost of $41 million, with the 
assistance of government guaranteed financing from the FAA. 
The lease on the first two Super 80s, with which Muse Air began. 
service in July 1981, expires this June, when the airline will take 
delivery of four additional Super 80s. 


Airliner Deliveries 


Date 
Airline Aircraft No Delivered ordered 
Aeromexico* DC-9 Super 3 (see notes) nd. 
80 
Air Florida Boeing 737 1  Dec8l nd. 
Alit Boeing 747. 1  Dec8l nd. 
2438 
Boeing 747. ! Dec81 nd. 
243F 
All Nippon. Boeing 2 Dec8| 1978 
Airways* 747SR 
Ansett Boeing 1 Decl nd. 
737-200 
Eastern Air Lines* Boeing 727 1 Dec81 Oct79 
Airbus 1 4Dec81 6Apr 78 
A300B4-200 
Garuda Indonesian Fokker 1 Jan82 — Sep 81 
Airways* F 27-500 
Airbus 1 18 Jan 82 24 Feb 79 
A300B4- 
200(FF) 


^'notes 


The second BAe146 feederliner made its 
maiden flight at Hatfield on 25 January and 
has now joined the first 146 in the flight test 
programme. By the end of January, the two 
aircraft had topped 130 flying/hr in around 
70 flights which have included handling and 
systems assessment. Airborne anti-icing 
trials have begun behind Boscombe Down's 
specially modified Canberra that provides a 
water spray system comparable with natural 
icing. 
e 


The Dornier 228 utility and commuter air- 
craft has received its type certification from 
the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA). The first 
production aircraft in the 15-seat Dornier 
228-100 version is completed and will enter 
service this year with the Norwegian carrier 
AS Norving Flyservice on commuter 
services. 


A BAel25 srs 700B has been purchased by 
the government of Zanzibar. The order was 
placed by the Department of Com- 
munications and Transport and the 125 will 
be used principally for transporting VIPs 
and senior government personnel between 
Zanzibar’s two islands and Tanzania on the 
African mainland. 


The EMB-312 turboprop military trainer has 
been named Tucano — after the South 
American bird, the Toucan. First deliveries 
of the trainer, which has a weapons delivery 
capability, are scheduled for late-1982. 


The Fairchild Swearingen Metro IIIA made 
its maiden flight on 21 January 1982. The 
Pratt & Whitney PT6A-45R-powered air- 
craft was flown from San Antonio Inter- 
national Airport and was airborne for nearly 
two hours. Flight testing is now underway 
leading to FAA certification for late-1982; 
initial deliveries to regional airline customers 
are scheduled for mid-1983. 


It was reported in January that HeavyLift 
Cargo Airlines may utilise an Ilyushin Il-76 
freighter to expand its operations currently 
served by three ex-RAF Belfasts. 11-765 of 
Syrian Arab Airlines have recently been seen 
in the UK operating cargo flights into 
Heathrow. 


The first two-man crew widebody aircraft 
has entered service with Garuda Indonesian 
Airways. The airline received its initial 
Airbus Industrie A300B4-200 fitted with a 
Forward Facing Crew Cockpit (FFCC) on 
18 January 1982 — see ‘Airliner Orders and 
Deliveries’ table. 


e 
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the launch of a new ‘Peoples’ airline. At the 
time of going to press Laker was negotiating 
with the Lonhro Group and other parties in 
an effort to establish the new operation, which 
it was thought might represent an outlet for 
five of the ex-Laker Airways DC-10s should 
the necessary funds be forthcoming. 


@Stop press 

The new Airbus Industrie A310 200-seat air- 
liner was unveiled at the manufacturer’s 
Toulouse plant on 16 February 1982. The 
aircraft was finished in the colour schemes of 
its two launch customers — Lufthansa on 
the port side and Swissair on the starboard. 
The A310 is scheduled to make its maiden 
flight on 3 April. 
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Above: An RN Sea Harrier carrying two BAe 
Sea Eagle missiles during trials. The air- 
launched, sea-skimming, anti-ship missile is 
planned to enter service in the mid-1980s to 
arm RAF Buccaneers and RN Sea Harriers — it 
may later be fitted to the Tornado GR1 (see 
‘airnews’ item). 


175,000 holidaymakers who were originally 
due to fly Laker. 

The crash of Laker Airways, with 
liabilities totalling some £270 million, has 
meant that the airline's 11 DC-10s could be 
available to the secondhand airliner market 
at a time when the demand for the widebody 
jets has decreased due to the worldwide 
recession. Shortly after Laker Airways was 
placed in the hands of the receiver, Sir 
Freddie Laker announced plans to attempt 


Sea Eagle will arm RAF Buccaneers and 
RN Sea Harriers from the mid-1980s and 
may later be fitted to the Tornado GR I. It 
will succeed the Martel carried by the 
Buccaneer. 

The missile is designed to be capable of 
dealing effectively with the emerging threat 
from modern warships equipped with 
advanced air defence and electronic counter- 
measures systems. In operation, target pos- 
itional information is fed into the missile’s 
on-board microprocessor from the parent 
aircraft prior to launch. The microprocessor 
controls the missile’s flight path until the 
target is acquired by the active radar seeker 
during the final sea-skimming phase of the 
attack. 

Besides its use in the maritime role, a 
developed variant of Sea Eagle could also 
provide the basis for a stand-off missile to be 
used against high value land targets. 


B.Cal leases ex-Laker DC-10s 


In the aftermath of the collapse of Laker 
Airways in early-February, British 
Caledonian Airways arranged a £1 million 
deal to lease two of the DC-10s from the 
receivers handling the assets of the Laker 
Group. The aircraft have been leased initially 
for the summer holiday season and British 
Caledonian predicts that it will carry around 


the serial number which appears on the 
official camouflage and markings works 
drawing. Badges of No1 Squadron are 
included, as well as the aircraft letter ‘R’. 
These may be authentic, but one feels that 
there are more up-to-date markings that 
could have been chosen. 

Monogram's Harrier costs £3.69 and our 
sample was kindly supplied by A. A. Hales 
Ltd. 


A twin-engined Kawasaki 
Something entirely different is Hasegawa's 
excellent 1:72 scale Kawasaki Ki-48-1 twin- 
engined light bomber, code-named Lily by 
the Allies during WW2. 

The Ki-48-1 was roughly the equivalent of 
the Bristol Blenheim, but of a slightly later 
design timescale — the first prototype 
making its first flight in July 1939. Its 
performance was higher than that of the 
Blenheim, having a top speed of just under 
300mph. 

Hasegawa's model is a delightful replica of 
this interesting and attractive aircraft. The 
internal structure and equipment detail is 
excellent and can be seen through the exten- 
sive glazing. Other detail moulding is typical 
of the Hasegawa quality. Surface engraving 
is, as usual, extremely well executed. Mark- 
ings are supplied for three Ki-48s, from the 
16th Sentai, the 90th Sentai, and the 
Hokota Flying School. 

This Hasegawa model is worthy of a place 
in any collection of WW2 combat aircraft. It 
costs £1.99 and our sample kit was kindly 
supplied by A. A. Hales Ltd. 


BADGER 
AIR BRUSHES 


FOR THE 


FINEST FINAL FINISH! 


Every modeller from beginners to 
professionals will benefit from 
using Badger equipment. 
Precision-made, 
hand-assembled, they are 
designed to give superb 
finishes unattainable by 
any other means. 
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AIR BRUSHES — 


Nine models to choose 


COMPRESSORS 


One, two and four 


Send 25p for fully 
illustrated brochure of 
the entire Badger 


MORRIS & INGRAM (London) LTD 


156 Stanley Green Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 3BE 
Telephone: Poole 3757 


tive. The pilot figure too is moulded in US 
Marine Corps style. 

Through the air intakes can be seen an 
excellent representation of the Pegasus 
engine front fan. The front undercarriage 
bay looks realistic, with structure and equip- 
ment showing, and the complicated front 
undercarriage unit is a good replica of the 
full-sized component. The rear-mounted 
twin-wheel undercarriage unit and wingtip 
out-rigger wheel units have good detail. The 
large air brake under the rear fuselage and 
the recessed area for it, have an authentic 
appearance. 

As already mentioned, this Harrier kit is 
heavily biased in favour of the AV-8A 
version, and this is reflected in the weaponry 
included. The gun pods are, of course, 
similar on the two Harrier versions, but the 
bombs supplied for the inner pylons are of 
US type. The underwing pylons are similar 
on US and British types, but Monogram has 
integrally moulded the Sidewinder rails into 
the outer pylons, and these would therefore 
have to be removed for the GR 1 model. 

British stores are rather difficult to find in 
1:48 scale, but cluster bombs can be found in 
the ESCI Jaguar GRI kit, and suitable 
Matra rocket pods are in the new ESCI Aer 
Macchi MB-326K Impala kit. 

Two Harriers are featured on the transfer 
(decal) sheet. One is for an AV-8A of the US 
Marine Corps flying with VMAT-203. The 
British markings show little imagination and 
research; the subject Harrier, XV776, was 
the serial number of the Harrier on the old 
*Aeromodeller' 1:72 scale plan, and is also 


from. 


240V outlet 


range. 


Clearly, an accurate, 1:72 scale Harrier 
GR3 is long overdue, and one also hopes 
that the Sea Harrier will not be neglected. 
1:48 scale fans will be pleased to have the 
new Monogram model, which, next to the 
big Airfix model, is the best Harrier kit now 
available. 

Unfortunately, the kit is orientated 
towards the American market and represents 
the AV-8A, with a secondary possibility of 
being modelled as a Harrier GRI. The model 
could form the basis for a fine GR3, but this 
would entail some modification and 
additions. The front nose cone would have to 
be cut off and the long laser ranging and 
target seeking unit nose, modelled from a 
suitable drop tank, attached in its place. The 
passive warning radar antennas mounted in 
the fin leading edge and at the rear of the 
extended control fairing would have to be 
added. The top of the fin would have to be 
extended, as laser-nosed Harriers have to 
have increased fin area to counteract the 
de-stabilising effect. 

Monogram’s model has excellent shape, 
with evidence of special attention to obtain- 
ing the correct, subtle fuselage contours. The 
wing, too, is well-shaped in planform and in 
aerofoil section. 

This is an extensively detailed model 
throughout. The cockpit area is very good; 
the instrument panel and side console panels 
are fully detailed instead of the now more 
commonly used decals. It is a pity that only 
the American Stencel ejector seat is supplied 
with the kit, although it is intended that the 
RAF GRI should be modelled as an alterna- 


The Golden Age of 
Flying Boats 


Films include: Sopwith Circuit of Britain (1913), World 
War 1, Schneider Trophy (1927-31), Short Sunderland, 
Imperial Airways, Aircraft Carrier Furious (1931) and 


many more. 


Wednesday 6th April — 8.00pm 


CIVIC HALL, ELSTREE WAY 
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Above: One of the versions of ESCI's 
forthcoming Douglas DC-3 kit is an AC-47 
gunship. The aircraft, nicknamed ‘Puff the 
Magic Dragon’, had three fixed 7.62mm 
Miniguns on the port side of the fuselage — 
two firing through windows and one at a door. 
AC-47, 44-77593, was photographed 
approaching the rugged coastline of Vietnam. 
Photo: USAF via Arthur Pearcy 


scale, a Vought F-4UJ Corsair and the 
experimental Japanese canard fighter, the 
Shinden. In 1:200 scale four kits of the A300 
Airbus will be available in the colours of Toa 
Domestic Airlines, Singapore Airlines, Thai 
International and Philippine Airlines. Two 
additional Boeing 747s are available, in the 
colours of Air France and Lufthansa. These 
are excellent little airliner models. 

Most of the Revell 1982 aircraft releases 
seem familiar. There is a range of six military 
jets. Three of these, the Tomcat, Phantom 
and F-111, originated from another 
company and are not really accurate models, 
but the Harrier, Mirage FIC and F-16A, as 
displayed on the Revell stand, appear much 
better models. 

A new kit in the Revell 1:144 scale range 
is a Boeing E-3A AWACS aircraft. It is not 
known if this is an adaptation of Revell’s 
Boeing 707 kit, a ‘brought-in’ model or a 
new kit from scratch. 

A strange subject in this scale, which may 
have originated with another company, is the 
Hughes HK-1 Hercules eight piston-engined 
flying boat. This gigantic aircraft only ever 
flew once and that was for about a mile or so 
at a height of a few feet. However, it still 
exists as a museum piece. The Hughes HK-1 
was built of wood and was intended to carry 
large numbers of troops across the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans to distant war fronts, but 
schemes for a fleet of these boats were 
abandoned. 

Two further kits in the 1:48 scale series of 
light aircraft are in the Revell catalogue. 
These are the SA-200 Aero Subaru and 
Mooney Super 21 single-engined, low-wing 
monoplanes. Hopefully these will be as good 
as the other kits in this excellent range. 


A new Harrier 

In spite of its uniqueness, there have been 
comparatively few kits of the Hawker 
Siddeley/British Aerospace Harrier. There 
has been the superb 1:24 scale Harrier from 
Airfix, a 1:32 scale kit by Revell (based on 
the pre-production Harrier), a 1:48 scale 
Harrier from Tamiya, and 1:72 scale kits 
(none really accurate), from Airfix, Match- 
box and Hasegawa with versions of it from 
Frog and Novo. 
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at a given time, instead of releasing new 
markings or slight changes over many years. 
There are already five versions of the Agusta 
Bell AB-205/Bell UH-1D helicopter, four 
versions of the Bo-105 helicopter and three 
versions of the Bell JetRanger helicopter. 
ESCI's forthcoming 1:72 scale Douglas 
DC-3 basic kit will be available in four ver- 
sions — DC-3 transport, C-47, Douglas 
R4D-5 and AC-47 gunship. The Lockheed 
F-104G will be re-issued in ‘Tiger Meet’ 
colours. Two North American F-100D kits, 
also in 1:72 scale, will be added to ESCI’s 
range, one in USAF colours and the other in 
‘Thunderbirds’ markings. A new departure 
for ESCI in 1:72 scale is a range of classic 
WWI biplane fighters. These will be a 
Sopwith Camel, SESA, Nieuport 17C, Spad 
XIII, Fokker DVII and Albatross DIII. 
Although these are new kits, good 1:72 scale 
models of these types already exist in the 
Revell range. It would be nice to see atten- 
tion paid to some of the WWI aircraft that 
have not so far been produced in this scale in 
injection-moulded form; such as the Fokker 
DVIII, DH9A, Gotha GV, Sopwith Snipe, 
etc. 

In 1:48 scale ESCI will issue a Cessna 
172 seaplane and 172 Skyhawk, a McDon- 
nell Douglas F-4B in Bicentennial colours 
and a Bell AB-206 helicopter in Police livery. 

Italeri, now distributed in the UK by Bell 
Toys Ltd, has some new items and a number 
of existing kits have been added to the range 
being distributed. All the major Italeri kits 
are now available, and to its 1:72 scale range 
will be added the Northrop F-SE Tiger II. 
Other newer models in this scale are an F-18, 
F-16, McDonnell Douglas RF-4E/F and 
F-4G ‘Wild Weasel’ and a Douglas DC-3. In 
1:48 scale the ‘star’ will be a Lockheed 
SR-71 ‘Blackbird’. There are a number of 
other kits in the 1:48 scale range including a 
P-51D Mustang and F-5A (both available in 
a plated version), a Lysander, U-2C Bearcat 
(F8F-2), Thunderbolt, Lockheed T-33C, 
OV-10A Bronco, F-18, McDonnell Douglas 
RF-4E/F and F-4G ‘Wild Weasel’, 3 
Komet and a Skymaster. 

Monogram and Hasegawa, distributed by 
A. A. Hales Ltd have few new kits. 

Monogram has a Panavia Tornado in 
1:72 scale. In 1:48 scale there will be a 
Mirage 2000 and Republic F-105G ‘Wild 
Weasel’. A Northrop F-5E and North 
American F-100 in an unspecified scale will 
be released at the beginning of this year, but 
if they are in 1:48 scale these will merely be 
re-issues with different markings. 

Hasegawa has a 1:72 scale Lockheed 
SR-71A ‘Blackbird’ and two new kits in 1:48 


kits 


Toy Fair News 

The overriding impression left after a visit to 
the 1982 Toy Fair at Earls Court, is that 
there is no sign of any lifting of the recession 
as far as the kit industry is concerned, For 
the most part companies are trying to 
weather the storm, riding it out on the back 
of their existing ranges, with just a small 
number of new or reworked kits to maintain 
the interest of the modelling public. Gone are 
the days when all the companies had exciting 
long lists of new and sometimes ‘risky’ sub- 
jects. 

A surprising trend is that so many of the 
new releases show a marked similarity of 
thought throughout companies — perhaps it 
is heard on the ‘grapevine’ what one 
company is doing and then its rivals try and 
beat it to the draw. For instance, over many 
years we have had a series of Northrop F-5A 
kits in 1:72 scale, but not a single 1-515 
Tiger II in the same size. This year, two have 
been announced in this scale, with a third in 
an as yet unspecified scale. 

It is years since new kits of the Republic 
F-105 Thunderchief were released, but this 
year two'F-105Gs, albeit in different scales, 
will be in the shops. These models will be 
welcome, of course, as they represent the 
two-seat *Wild Weasel' variants of this old 
type. 

Three Lockheed SR-71 kits are in the new 
releases — although one is an old model 
re-released. 

Matchbox has three new kits in 1:72 scale. 
One is a Fairey Seafox biplane — an 
imaginative choice. Another is a two-seat 
English Electric Lightning — the first in an 
injection-moulded kit — and the third is a 
BAe Sea Harrier. In 1:48 scale the Kaman 
SH-2F Seasprite helicopter, Douglas AD-5/ 
AD-5N Skyraider and North American 
FJ-4B Fury, announced last year, will be 
marketed this year. 

Airfix has quite a good list of new models. 
These are the inevitable F-16 and F-18, 
another A-10 and Grumman Prowler, a two- 
seat Republic F-105G  Thunderchief, a 
Fairey Swordfish (which one hopes will be a 
new model and not just arework ofthe very old 
kit), a Kaman Seasprite helicopter, a BAe 
Harrier GR3 (again a new kit would be nice, 
but it may be an update of the existing 
Harrier), and a Northrop F-5E Tiger II. All 
these are in 1:72 scale. There is a Junkers 
Ju87B in 1:48 scale, and a Boeing 727-200 
in the 1:144 scale Sky King series. 

On the Humbrol stand additions to the 
Heller and ESCI ranges were announced. 
Heller has a Saab J-Lansen (the first kit to 
my knowledge), a Dassault Mirage 2000 and 
a Lockheed Constellation, all in 1:72 scale. 
They have a Mirage IIIC in 1:100 scale and 
a Concorde in 1:300 scale. 

ESCI is almost as skilled as Revell in 
extracting maximum mileage out of its 
mould tools, but it tends to put numerous 
versions of the same basic kit on the market 


154 


v fa] 


emerging from the Handley Page factories 
— the production-type Hampden. The 
redesigned Hampden differed considerably 
from the prototype, the sharply upturned 
outer wings and smoothly streamlined front 
fuselagé being noteworthy. Soon the bomber 
was to be seen in increasing numbers as pro- 
duction built up. Another new type 
occasionally noted at this time was the 
Vickers Wellington Mk 1. This was an 
attractive bomber, with its nicely tapered 
wings and clean fuselage lines. In later years 
the change to Frazer-Nash gun turrets spoilt 
the original smooth fuselage shape but gave 
the aircraft a much more effective defence. 
Wellington 1s passed over my house at 
regular intervals and those flying north were 
probably on delivery flights to the Suffolk 
heavy bomber squadrons. 

The annual Air Defence Exercises were 
always a time of interest for the aircraft 
enthusiast. Most of the front-line squadrons 
took part and these were divided into attack- 
ing and defending forces. All the new types 
were in action and the bombers had now to 
contend with Hurricanes in some numbers 
for the first time. Little did one realise that 
the Hurricanes would be doing the same 
thing in deadly earnest with live ammunition 
in two years’ time. But by the summer of 
1938 the international outlook was grim and 
war seemed to be close. Contingency plans 
for putting the RAF on a war footing had 
been laid down several years earlier and 
some of the effects could already be seen — 
such as the appearance of Medium Sea Grey 
code and aircraft letters in place of squadron 
numbers. Wien the ‘Munich Crisis’ broke 
upon Europe during the late summer it 
seemed that war could come at any time and 
a major change of markings and paint 
schemes was put in hand at RAF stations 
throughout the country. 

When camouflage was adopted for general 
use in 1936, it was always intended that the 
national roundels on camouflaged aircraft 


Below : Wellingtons of No 9 Squadron 

(note the nose badges) photographed just 
before the war. From bottom to top the aircraft 
are: L4274, L4278, L4276 and L4260. 
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These Hurricanes were from a batch of 
50, serial numbered L1576-L1625, that were 
produced to carry out squadron trials of the 
‘black and white’ under-surface identification 
scheme. Some later Hurricanes in the batch 
had the Night and White areas of the wing 
extended inwards to meet on the centre-line 
of the aircraft. The Hurricanes were 
delivered to several of the squadrons around 
London, including Nos 3, 56 and 111. The 
appearance of one of these Hurricanes at 
high altitude was curious — with sometimes 
only the black part of the aircraft visible. 

With the final batch of Harrows being test 
flown from Radlett, a new bomber was now 


During the summer of 1938, more and 
more Hurricanes were to be seen over my 
district and an interesting new feature was 
the appearance of aircraft with the black, 
white and aluminium (silver) under surface 
paint scheme. Basically, these Hurricanes 
had the fuselage, wing centre-section and 
tailplane under-surfaces painted in the exist- 
ing standard Aluminium dope sprayed finish, 
but the port wing was painted in Night (the 
official name for black) and the starboard 
wing under-surface in White; with White 
serials on the black under-surface and black 
serials on the White side. Roundels were still 
carried under the wing tips. 
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Left: Spitfire 1s of No 19 Squadron seen during 
ote the high-visibility roundels that 

ied prior to the ‘Munich Crisis’. 
Thereafter operational aircraft were converted 
to the dull Type B roundels. 

All photos via the author 


ended with the nine aircraft of No 111 
Squadron flying across the aerodrome at, 
perhaps, 1.000ft in Squadron echelon to port 
formation. Each Hurricane in turn peeling 
off to dive back towards the station and one 
after another came streaming down, pulling 
out at very low level and flying along the 
edge of the crowd at around 300mph, each 
aircraft flashing past the spectators at inter- 
vals of a few seconds. These were the fastest 
man-made objects that I had seen at that 
time and it remains in my memory as a most 
thrilling and spectacular piece of flying. It was 
a show finale that could well be adopted today 
by an aerobatic team. 

At Northolt Empire Air Day, the show 
was to have ended with a raid on the airfield 
by three Handley Page Harrows — I believe 
from No 115 Squadron — acting as enemy 
bombers, with interceptions by the 
Hurricanes, but alas the big heavy bombers 
were unable to get to Northolt due to the bad 
weather. A Battle and Wellesley were on 
show and a Hawker Fury gave a superb 
display of individual aerobatics, an item in 
which the aircraft excelled, But the days of 
the biplane fighter were drawing to a close 
and this was the last time that I saw a Fury 
performing the typical aerobatic routine that 
had thrilled crowds at air shows all over the 
country for many years. Of course, 
squadron Furies continued to fly over from 
time to time in the months ahead. 


Above right: Fairey Battle, K7602, of No 52 
Squadron at RAF Upwood. 


Right: The clean lines of the production-type 
Handley Page Hampden. The aircraft was 
nearly as fast as the Blenheim 1. 


Below: A typical Empire Air Day scene at Biggin 


No 215 Squadron, a Battle, Hurricane, a 
Gauntlet of No 32 Squadron, a civil Hurricane 
(G-AFKX) with Rotol propeller, and an Oxford. 


expansion memories 
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time. This was a prime opportunity to look 
at the new Hawker fighter at close range and 
I counted the days to Empire Air Day in 
eager anticipation. Typical of the weather in 
this country on important occasions, the day 
dawned to teeming rain, but this did not 
make any difference to my intention of going 
to Northolt. The rain was soon forgotten as 
at last I was able to walk up to and touch a 
real Hurricane for the first time. Although I 
was to see a great many Hurricanes in the 
following years the thrill of that first close 
encounter remains. 

Shortly after my arrival at Northolt the 
downpour fortunately eased and eventually 
stopped. During the flying display the crowd 
was treated to some fine formation flying by 
the Hurricanes. After demonstrating 'air 
drill’ and formation changes their show 


James Goulding conc/udes his 
recollections of the military aviation- 
scene in the UK just prior to WW2 


AFTER the 1937 RAF Display at Hendon, the 
next aviation event to look forward to in 
1938 was Empire Air Day, held in May. 
These were splendid occasions and, unlike 
the ‘Battle of Britain’ days now, the majority 
of RAF stations in all part of the British Isles 
were open to the public. Near the author's 
home, Northolt and Hendon were open and I 
naturally chose Northolt because the 
Hurricanes would be on show for the first 
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"bombing-up' a Heinkel He-111. It all 
seemed difficult to take in that perhaps these 
aircraft were now on their way to bomb 
Britain. This time it would not be the Air 
Exercises, ‘Westland’ against ‘Blueland’. 
This time the fighters would be firing real 
bullets and not camera guns. There would be 
bombs, devastation, casualties and possibly 
poison gas. 

I went into the street and there many other 
people were standing about, looking up into 
the sky. The barrage balloons, now in greater 
numbers than I had ever seen before, were 
ascending to operational height. An air raid 
warden came hurrying along and excitedly 
stated ‘they are bombing the outskirts’! It 
was a false alarm and another nine months 
were to pass before the bombing really 
started — but that is another story and 
another set of memories. 


Below: Hawker Fury Mk II fighters of No 43 
Squadron. The aircraft received their 
camouflage finish during the ‘Munich Crisis’. 


Bottom: One of the author's favourite 
photographs — the line-up at Northolt for the 
Parliamentary Visit in May 1939. Aircraft in this 
view include a Hurricane, Spitfires, Gladiators, 
Hampdens, Whitleys, a Wellington, Blenheim, 
Walrus, Anson, Oxford, Hudson, Master 
prototype. 


Government, the RAF carried out a series of 
long-range flights by heavy and medium 
bombers over France from bases in England, 
and the returning formations often passed 
over London. In particular I remember a for- 
mation of Wellington 1s flying fairly low 
down along the Thames. The French Air 
Force made flights over Britain, and one 
afternoon when I was in Battersea Park a 
formation of Bloch 131  twin-engined 
bombers came over. Another morning, at 
about 06.00hrs, an unusual roar of aero- 
engines made me rush to a window and 
there, flying over in misty cloud, were several 
huge Farman F222 four-engined bombers. 

For the RAF, the 1939 Air Defence 
Exercises povided the last peacetime chance 
to practice fairly realistic interceptions, and 
the now familiar black and white under- 
surfaces of fighters could be seen fleetingly 
over the capital. 

On 1 September Poland was invaded and 
we knew that our lives were about to change. 
On Sunday morning came the fateful words 
*... no such undertaking has been received, 
and consequently this country is at war with 
Germany.’ Soon after Mr Chamberlain’s 
announcement had ended, the wailing of 
sirens was heard, and my mind turned to a 
picture in Flight of armourers in Germany 


Wellingtons. A Spitfire and Hurricane gave 
aerobatic displays, the Battles carried out a 
low-flying attack on the aerodrome, and the 
Wellingtons acted as enemy bombers while 
the Hurricanes defended the aerodrome. 

Unlike the earlier years between the wars, 
there were now many hundreds of RAF air- 
craft flying about and there were wonderful 
opportunities for the enthusiast to watch them. 
New machines could be seen all over the 
country, sometimes in quite large forma- 
tions, particularly Battles and Blenheims. By 
early-1939 my family moved to Chelsea and 
in a way I was sorry to leave an area that 
had provided such aeronautical interest. But 
just a year later there was more than enough 
aerial activity over London. I spent a lot of 
time with my friends and cousin, who lived in 
Kilburn and Golders Green, and this again 
kept me in touch with the squadrons around 
North London. The nearest units were the 
Auxiliary Squadrons at Hendon, now 
equipped with Blenheim 1F fighters. 

A noteworthy event held in May 1939, 
was a Parliamentary Visit to Northolt, where 
all the latest squadron and prototype aircraft 
were on show. During the display, two secret 
unnamed aircraft made low, fast passes over 
the airfield, subsequently identified as the 
Gloster 19/37 twin-engined fighter and 
Blackburn Botha torpedo-bomber/general 
reconnaissance aircraft. The Westland 
Whirlwind was also later reported to have 
taken part, and it too was at that time a 
secret type. The photographs taken at the 
display, particularly a general view, are 
among my favourite aeronautical pictures of 
any age because they are so typical of that 
era. Not only were the new types there in the 
dull war emergency markings, but likewise 
the last of the biplane fighters. Even the 
sapling trees planted near newly built 
hangars were typical of the vast rebuilding 
programme. 

In July, with the agreement of the French 
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Left: No 17 Squadron Hurricanes during the 
1939 Air Defence Exercises. 


others they were removed. There were 
examples where the two-letter grey code 
letters hid the identity of the squadron, but 
the squadron badge was proudly displayed 
on the fin of an aircraft! 

So hurried was the re-painting of aircraft 
that there was only time to apply a single 
coat of paint on many machines. This was 
especially so on the Night and White under- 
wing painting. A single coat of White paint 
over Aluminium dope resulted in a less than 
white finish and gave rise to reports that the 
new under-surface scheme was black and 
light grey. A second White coat restored the 
correct shade and rectified the patchy finish. 

The resolving of the ‘Munich Crisis’ and a 
few extra months of peace, gave valuable 
extra time for the RAF to prepare for the 
troubles ahead; not least to bring the 
Spitfire 1 into operational use. 

The first Spitfires had reached No 19 
Squadron at the start of the Crisis and few 
would have been available for operations had 
war started then. By the time of the 1939 
Empire Air Day on 20 May, some four 
squadrons had re-equipped with the Super- 
marine fighter. 

On Empire Air Day, I again went to 
Northolt, and the change in markings since 
the previous year was striking. The 
Hurricanes looked very dull, as did the other 
types on view, a Spitfire, Battles and 
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older biplanes had to have their polished 
metal plating and Aluminium-doped fabric 
sprayed over with camouflage and Type B 
roundels applied. 

The ‘black and white’ identification under- 
surface scheme was generally applied to all 
fighters; the starboard wing under-surface 
was painted in White and the port wing in 
Night, with the ailerons and the rest of the 
fighter left in the original Aluminium finish. 
This was a period of very flexible markings, 
usually as a result of ambiguous wording in 
official directives. In some cases serial 
numbers were left on the aircraft, but in 
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would be a Dull Red circle surrounded by a 
Dull Blue ring (Type B). In peacetime, 
however, conspicuous roundels of Dull Red, 
White, Dull Blue and Yellow would be 
carried to aid visibility and therefore lessen 
the chances of collisions. Now that war 
seemed near the bright existing roundels on 
operational aircraft were converted to the 
dull Type B roundels by extending the Dull 
Red circle outwards, the Dull Blue ring 
inwards — overpainting the White and 
Yellow rings with the appropriate 
camouflage colours. This applied to the new 
camouflaged production aircraft, but the 
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Minicab G-AWEP Flight Report 
No 1 Samlesbury 21 June 1969 

Fuel: 11gal. 

Crew: 1. 

Weight: 1,027lbs. 

CG^15.3in. 

Weather: Wind 190? 15-18kts gusting. 
'Aths/2,500ft. Visibility 10 miles. 

Take-off Runway: 18. 

Engine start satisfactory on first swing after 
two primes. 

1,200rpm 32psi 30°F Cylinder 90°. 

Altimeter set 996 millibars. 

On the ground stationary and while taxying the 


fresh air provided by the new air vent on the port 
rear cabin window was satisfactory. 


Run-up checks 

Idling: 600rpm 95°F 30psi 
Cylinder 150°C. 

Full power: 2,250rpm 
Cylinder 200°C, 

No | Mag switch off 2,200rpm. No 2 Mag 
switch off 2,250rpm. 

At the end of these engine checks the cylinder 
head temperature was 230°C, and a fairly strong 
hot engine smell was present. 

While taxying at approximately 1,000rpm the 
cylinder head temperature dropped quite rapidly 
and had levelled at 155°C on reaching the 
runway. 


110°F 35psi 


Prior to take-off checks 

Idle: 600rpm 150917 18psi Cylinder 155°C. 

Max power: 2,250rpm. Suction 4.25in. 

With max throttle set and trimmer neutral, 
flaps up, the tail was lifted smoothly with gentle 
forward stick movement and lift-off occurred after 
less than 200yd at approximately 45kts. 

500 7Okts 2,250rpm 170°F 32psi 
Cylinder 210°C, 

Longitudinal control light, responsive with 
good damping. Lateral control light, responsive 
with good damping. Directional damping less 
good with tendency for the slip ball to wander. 

Engine noise and vibration levels in max power 
climb moderate and satisfactory. 

Cruise at 1,000ft/2,000rpm. 

After 2min ASI 81kts. Trim at the zero notch 
as for take-off. Noise level low and pleasant. 
Cabin air fresh with port vent open. 

After 3min cruise in these conditions. ASI 86kts 
2,000rpm 180°F 30psi Cylinder 170°C 
Suction 8.5in. 

Power reduced to 1,850rpm and speed 

stabilised at 79kts in slight turbulence. 


Control checks 


The pitch control was satisfactorily responsive 
and well damped, and lateral displacements 
resulted in good response coupled with a slight 
recovery tendency — ie positive rather than the 
more normal neutral stability. This was not an 
adverse feature as it contributed to maintaining 
wings level, hands off. 

Response to rudder input resulted in adequate 
control in yaw but in less satisfactory damping, 
and in the prevailing turbulence as well as 
following deliberate rudder inputs, rather low | 
weathercock stability was noticeable. The slip- 
ball was active throughout the flight and fairly 
continuous small amplitude rudder co-ordination 
was necessary to maintain slip ball zero, 
especially in turbulence. It was also noted that full 
power acceleration in take-off, climb or level flight 
required left rudder to counteract propeller 
slipstream effect. 
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mating at about one Minicab-span from a 
skein of geese on a grey winter’s morning 
over Freckleton Marsh on the way to work 
at Warton; and on another occasion climb- 
ing above Warton to over 10,000ft among 


brilliant fair-weather cumulus and then 
finding that after throttling back it wouldn't 
go down in the prevailing convection 
currents! 


SJ tells an interesting story of the fracture 
of an exhaust stack while attempting the long 
sea crossing to the Isle of Wight — an 
occasion which did not increase his long- 
suffering wife's enthusiasm for flying. But 
overall the history of *Echo Papa' has been 
one of safe and delightful flying as befits this 
fine example of what must be one of the all- 
time greats in ultra-light design, and which 
indeed was winner of the 1970 Air Squadron 
Trophy. 

The following test reports tell their own 
story. 


Left: Minicab G-AWEP peels away to port 
during a test flight in the hands of the author. In 
ht seat is the aircraft's owner Stan 
Jackson. Photo via the author 


especially when snow-capped in a crystal 
clear anticyclonic northerly wind. 

The short-coupled high ground-angle con- 
figuration made even light crosswind gusts a 
problem which could all too quickly result in 
a sudden drop of the downwind wing after 
touchdown, and this coupled with very light 
control in pitch caught out both pilots sub- 
sequently with expensive results to the prop 
tips! 

But the fine control responsiveness 
enabled short landings to be improvised 
directly into-wind when necessary on suit- 
able lengths of perimeter track, across 
runway intersections, or even diagonally 
across large military runways on occasion. 

Other highlights of this beautiful little 
aeroplane for the author were one day for- 


Above: Start-up — Stan Jackson swings the 
propeller of his Gardan Minicab JB-01. 
Photo: BAe via the author 


Below: Owner and builder Stan Jackson wishes 
Roland Beamont good luck before the maiden 
flight of ‘Echo Papa’. Photo: BAe via the author 


APRIL 1982 


Roland Beamont flight tests 
Stan Jackson's homebuilt 
Minicab JB-01 


and flight tests was prepared incorporating 
the PFA schedule of requirements, and 
arrangements made for oil and fuel filter 
checks after completion of engine running 
and taxi tests, and before the first flight. 
Weather limits were defined for the initial 
tests to no more than 5kts crosswind com- 
ponent for any runway work. We were sub- 
sequently glad of that element of caution. 

SJ then completed satisfactory engine runs 
and some low-speed taxying, and all was 
ready for the main tests of taxying with one 
and two crew and hops, straight before the 
main flight trials. These were completed in 
three flights; No 1 with one crew, No 2 with 
two crew and No3 with one covering the 
initial CG range and were sufficient to enable 
the application for the full Permit to be 
made. 

Subsequently over more than a decade of 
enjoyable flying by SJ and the writer to a 
total of 570hr, ‘Echo Papa’ seldom gave 
problems but always satisfaction and often 
moments of exceptional pleasure. 

The wide-angle view from the cockpit was 
always appreciated and made the best of the 
beauty of flying over our northern hills 
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In the rarified atmosphere of the factory 
the very thought of test flying an aeroplane 
that had been built totally free of con- 
ventional design and production control pro- 
cedures caused reactions of horror and there 
was certainly no queue of people wanting to 
become involved. However, enthusiasts in 
the Airworthiness and Inspection depart- 
ments had given valuable assistance 
throughout and, as I now discovered, they 
were prepared to ‘sign-up’ for the engineering 
standards as part of the required procedure 
for the CAA ‘Permit to Fly’ under the super- 
vision of the Popular Flying Association 
(PFA). 

So now the owner was looking for a test 
pilot and it dawned on the author that, as it 
was such an attractive little aeroplane, one 
might be able to help. So SJ sought PFA 
approval for this which was duly granted. 

Old habits die hard and some meetings 
with all concerned were called to establish 
the formal condition of the aeroplane and its 
supporting paperwork; and during the 
course of these some points affecting flight 
safety were identified for further investi- 
gation or verification. A programme of taxi 


SEEN lurking under dust sheets somewhat 
coyly beneath the wing of an overhaul Can- 
berra at BAC’s Samlesbury factory in the 
spring of 1969, was a light aeroplane that 
seemed little more than a large model; but a 
closer look revealed a very tidy side-by-side 
two-seater with pleasant if rather short- 
coupled lines and a gleaming gloss finish in 
white with lettering, cowling and cheat lines 
in red. 

Enquiry produced the information that the 
perpetrator of this device was one Stan 
Jackson of the Company’s plating depart- 
ment at Strand Road Preston, and that it 
was a Gardan Minicab 18-01 and virtually 
ready for flight. It also transpired that he had 
built it at home with the help of his wife to do 
the fabric work. 

There followed some interesting dis- 
cussions in which three main factors 
emerged; the first being the very high quality 
of workmanship evident throughout the 
aeroplane, the second the infectious 
enthusiasm of its builder and thirdly that 
having reached the ultimate point of the 
achievement of preparation for flight, SJ was 
somewhat troubled about who to get to fly it! 
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familiar with the aircraft, take-off and 
landing should be limited to crosswinds no 
more than + 10° from the runway heading. 

(8) The engine installation remained entirely 

flexible and showed no signs of plug 
roughness after long idling descents, 
remaining instantly responsive and smooth 
as required. 

Cabin comfort and seating was very 
satisfactory, although some difficulty was 
experienced due to cramped space with 2 
crew when attempting to write notes. The 
sitting height in the cabin was such that 
moderately long-bodied persons will 
encounter a touching foul between the 
forehead and the rear edge of the main 
cabin front frame. This requires a protective 
fairing. 

In general terms a delightful, well-engineered 
and prepared light aeroplane which is a pleasure 
to fly due to pleasant controls and an excellent 
performance for its class. 

Rather low directional stiffness could probably 
benefit from a small increase in fin area. 

The landing characteristics become 
straightforward with practice, but are not as 
forgiving as those of the conventional tricycle 
undercarriage light aeroplane. 


LITO oS 
R.P.Beamont 
Glossary 


ASI airspeed indicator 

CG centre of gravity 

IAS indicated air speed 

PIO pilot induced oscillation 
SFPG stick force per ‘g’ 

Vne never exceed speed 


Below: An air-to-air study of Minicab G-AWEP, 
'a delightful, well-engineered and prepared 
light aeroplane’. Photo via the author 


undercarriage and no bounce. Main wheel 
landings (tail high) can be achieved safely 
but are in practice less easy to organise 
smoothly. 


It is thought that pilots used to tricycle 
under-carriage landing will need some time 
to acquire the appropriate technique in this 
aeroplane, but that until this is acquired 
untidy landings rather than dangerous ones 
can be expected if the above technique is 
followed. 

The judgement of final flare height is made 
unnecessarily difficult at present by severe 
distortion in the transparencies. These 
should be improved for general flying. 

(5) The aircraft demonstrated positive 
longitudinal static stability (ie nose up with 
increase in speed, nose down with decrease) 
and similarly with flap selected. 

The limiting speed for 50° of flap of SOkts 
was found to be very restrictive relative to 
the normal landing speed of around 40kts, 
and it was found to be more convenient to 
use 30° flap with final approach at 55kts for 
this reason, 

(6) The full flap stall with 1 crew occurred at 
approximately 35kts, but owing to lack of 
briefing information in this area, full stalls 
were not investigated. 

In stall approaches in all configurations 
there was good controllability on all axes 
down to 45kts, and a tendency for reduction 
in lateral control effectiveness below this 
speed. 

In all flap configurations the 1 ‘g’ stall 
would be less than 40kts IAS, and in the 
clean configuration with 1 crew the 1 'ع'‎ 
stall would be approximately 42kts. 

(7) Comparative lack of directional stiffness 
was apparent in all flight configurations and 
especially in turbulence and although this 
was in no way dangerous or difficult, it 
resulted in the need for rudder co-ordination 
to maintain slip ball central. This could lead 
to some difficulty in crosswind landings, 
and it is recommended that until fully 


Landing 3: 30? Flap. Technique as before. 
Satisfactory. 

Landing 4: (2 crew) 30° Flap. Familiarisation 
from right seat. 

Landing 5: (2 crew) 30? Flap. Familiarisation 
from right seat. 

Landing 6: (2 crew) 30? Flap. Familiarisation 
from right seat. 

Landing 7: (2 crew) 30? Flap. Landing carried 
out from left seat using previous technique. 
Satisfactory. 

Prior to switch off run-up check: 2,250rpm 
195?F 30psi Cylinder 170°C, 

Flight time Ihr 20min. 


Summary 

In this flight engine cooling suitability was 
checked in max power climb to 3,500ft and found 
to be satisfactory with stabilisation at 230°C in a 
65kts climb. 

Vne was cleared at 125kts IAS without 
noticeable increase in noise or reduction on 
controllability, but it was noted that stick force 
per ‘g’ remained fairly light at the limit speed 
suggesting that care should be taken to prevent 
overstressing in this condition. 

In three flights totalling 2hr flying time the 
following impressions were confirmed: 

(1) An exceptionally high standard of build and 

finish. 

(2) No flying or operating defects requiring 
immediate attention 

(3) Above average standards (for light aircraft) 
of controllability including take-off, climb, 
cruise and moderate non-aerobatic 
manoeuvrability. 

(4) Less easy characteristics during flare and 
touchdown, resulting in untidy though quite 
safe arrivals until the correct technique had 
been learnt. This being that for example 
with 30° flap and power to maintain 55kts. 
to the threshold, power must be reduced 
during the flare for a positive hold-off with 
the tail wheel touching first. This in every 
case results in a gentle pitch on to the main 


Left: Minicab G-AWEP takes to the air for its 
maiden flight at Samlesbury on 21 June 1969. 
Photo: BAe via the author 


Idle checks prior to take-off 
600rpm 130°F 35psi Cylinder 160°C. 


Max power performance climb, 500-1,500ft 

Stop watch zero, 500ft. 

2,250rpm 150°F 32psi Cylinder 210°C 
65kts. 

1,500ft/zero + 57.2sec. 

2,250 160°F 32psi Cylinder 230°C 65kts. 

2,000ft 2,240rpm 16591 32psi 
Cylinder 230°C 65kts. 

3,500 2,230rpm 175°F 30psi 
Cylinder 230°C 65kts. 

The climb was discontinued due to turbulent 
cloud, and it was noted that the cylinder head 
temperature had stabilised over the last 1,500ft. 

Max level 2,000ft (999 millibars). 

2min stabilised level. 2,500rpm 18091 
32psi Cylinder 200°C. ASI 111kts. 

Throttle reduction of approximately Jin to 
maintain 2,500 (red line limit). 

Slight turbulence was present during this level. 

1,500ft slow down. Full flap at 5Okts. Slight 
nose down trim. 

Ailerons sluggish below 45kts. Slight yaw and 
wing-drop at stall boundary; 35kts. 

In 45? bank turns maintaining 75kts, and 
gentle wing overs from 80-65kts, control harmony 
was most satisfactory in pitch and roll, but with 
the previously reported need to co-ordinate the 
slip ball with rudder. The rudder was at all times 
responsive and adequate for this purpose. 

Landing 1: Full flap SOkts. Slight nose down 
trim. 

Trimmed out with Jin back on trim wheel for 
threshold speed 55kts. At 5Okts a further nose up 
trim setting was required using full trimmer range. 

Power off during flare and touchdown on three 
points at 4015. 

Roll out not quite straight due to attempt to 
brake the landing run, and the difficulty of 
applying even braking with the heels with the 
soles of the feet on the rudder pedals. 

After pre take-off checks the aircraft was 
climbed to 2,000ft, trimmed level and accelerated 
at 2,250rpm to 100kts IAS. 

From this point in mild turbulence and with the 
throttle trimmed to maintain 2, 100rpm a shallow 
dive was set up. 

No further trim adjustment was needed at the 
red line limit of 125kts which was reached at 

1,000ft, and in this condition there was no great 
increase in air flow noise and control and stability 
remained virtually unchanged and satisfactory. In 
particular it was noted that the longitudinal stick 
forces had not increased appreciably, and 
although there was no tendency towards pio's it 
was noted that at the limit speed care would be 
needed to avoid overstressing manoeuvres, in 
view of light sfpg. 

A number of landings were carried out to 
investigate varied techniques. 

Landing 2: Flap 30? Threshold SOkts. 

Throttle back during flare and three point 
touchdown 40kts. Satisfactory. 

Short take-off with 15° flap and aircraft lifted 
off as soon as possible. 

Noted that moderate left rudder was needed to 
counteract slipstream effect throughout take-off 
and initial climb. Airborne in approximately 

120yd. Wind 15kts on the nose. 
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approximately 150yd against a 15kt wind and an 
approach set up with 2 notches flap (30°). This 
required the elevator trim tab setting back lin 
from neutral on the wheel. 


The approach was pleasant and satisfactory at 
SOkts and power was cut during flair for a three 
point touchdown at approximately 40kts. 

After taxying engine checks before shut down 
2,250rpm 190°F 32psi Cylinder 185°C. 


Summary 

The engine, fuel and electrical systems 
functioned completely satisfactorily, and the 
engine was smooth, responsive, remarkably quiet 
in the cruising range, and generally conducive to 
confidence, 

The flying controls with their previously noted 
low static friction, were pleasant and responsive in 
flight; and positive longitudinal stability, slightly 
positive lateral stability, and positive but low 
weathercock stability added up to pleasant 
control harmony and an easily flown aeroplane. 

The latter characteristic of low weathercock 
stability necessitates rudder co-ordination for 
accurate flying, and results in a less than crisp 
aeroplane directionally. This is an area which 
could be improved with advantage. 

Take-off presents no problems, but the landing 
with sensitive longitudinal control and relatively 
nose-high attitude, coupled with vision distortion 
through the windscreen transparencies, is not easy 
to get right first time and is likely to require 
practice. 

With the elevator tab trim wheel set at the 
neutral notch very little retrimming is required in 
flight, but the trimmer range at ‘Full Nose-up’ is 
not quite sufficient to trim out full flap in the 
FWD/CG case with one crew. 


Flight time 25min 


M boot 


R.P.Beamont 


Minicab G-AWEP Flight Report 
No 3 Samlesbury 22 June 1969 


Fuel: full. 

Crew: 1. 

Weight: 1,027Ib. 

CG: 15.03in. 

Weather: Wind 15/17kts 190° gusting. 
/ths/2,500ft. 

Visibility: 10 miles. 

Runway: 18. 

Altimeter set: 998 millibars. 

Engine start on first swing after 2 primes. 


Run-up checks 
2,250rpm 100°F 35psi Cylinder 200°C. 
Mag drops nil. 


In smooth air control harmony was excellent, 
but in turbulence and in manoeuvre the need to 
co-ordinate with rudder was noticeable. 

In deliberate dutch roll oscillation the lack of 
weathercock stability was noticeable, damping 
being ‘soggy’ with failure of the down going wing 
to recover, and side slip remaining on initially 
pedal-free. 

The initial climb and subsequently whenever 
maximum power used, a heat source was noticed 
under the legs and this became quite 
uncomfortable when combined with solar 
radiation, The fresh air vent provided adequate 
cooling air, and was clearly very essential under 
these circumstances. No oil or petrol fumes were 
present, and the hot engine smell became less 
apparent as the flight progressed and was no 
problem. 

Slow down 1,000ft clean configuration. 

IAS was reduced to 44kts where slight wing 
rocking occurred accompanied by reduced 
control responsiveness. 

Slow down 2: 1,000ft. 15° flap. Very slight 
nose down trim change. 

42kts slight buffet and slight nose drop. 

Slow down 3: 1,000ft. Full flap at SOkts. Slight 
nose down trim change. 

At 40kts, slight wing drop and further nose 
down trim with tendency to yaw to starboard. 

Recovery commenced from 39kts. 

In these tests the variation of trim with flap was 
no more than 1-2lb on the stick and scarcely 
required trimmer adjustment. Engine control at 
low speeds remained smooth and excellent, and 
there was no sign of plug roughness on opening 
up after 1-2min at tick-over. 

Max level 1,000ft. 

After one minute at 2,250rpm, ASI 105kts 
increasing. 

180°F 32psi Cylinder 195°C. 

A very slight nose down trim adjustment was 
necessary between 80 and 100kts. 

Throughout these checks the elevator trim tab 
control range was adequate for the very small 
adjustments necessary, but the slack and stretch 
in the cable made trim adjustments rather 
imprecise. 

A normal approach was made for landing 1, 
with power set to control the descent at 60kts 
initially reducing to 55kts to set take-off (15°) 
flap. 

The slight nose down trim change resulting 
required a small trimmer adjustment, and the final 
approach was flown at 55kts to threshold for a 
touchdown at approximately 42kts on the main 
wheels before closing power. This landing was 
relatively smooth and the subsequent roll out was 
controlled reasonably easily, though the 
relationship between the foot position on the 
rudder pedals and the heel position on the brakes 
was not easy to achieve smoothly, largely due to 
the incorrect position of the starboard brake pedal 
relative to the starboard rudder pedal. 

In take-off 2 the lift off was achieved in 
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The BOEING 757 roll-out 


All photographs by Boeing 


AMID a flamboyant display of theatricals, the 
new Boeing 757 was rolled-out at Renton, Wa 
on 13 January 1982 (see 'airnews' item in last 
month's issue, page 103). 

Emerging from within a veil of curtains and 

ice, the slender lines of the 'most fu 

ont twinjet in the world' were re 

the 12,000 people present for the occas 
Appropriately registered N757A, the aii 
was scheduled to fly in late-February. It will be 
joined in the flight test programme by four 
more of the 186-seat short-to-medium range 
757s and US FAA certification is slated for 
December this year. British Airways and 
Eastern Airlines were kick-off customers for 
the 757, 136 of which had been ordered by 
seven airlines at the time of the roll-out 


Top: Boeing 757, N757A, during the roll-out 
ceremonies at Renton, Wa on 13 Janua 

Behind the aircraft are Boeing 737s on the final 
assembly line. 


Above left: Just one week 
N757A is prepared for painting in a red, white 
and blue colour scheme. 


Left: The Boeing-owned test aircraft, N757A, 
parked outside the manufacturer's hangars at 
Renton, Wa. The aircraft is powered by two 
Rolls-Royce RB211-535C turbofans. 


Right: A striking night shot of the first Boeing 
757; note the badges of the customer airlines 
on the forward fuselage. 
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certification and in use in the rest of the 
world estimates show that Jetstream will be 
some 8EPNGB quieter than the standard for 
new aircraft designs. 

The remaining nine aircraft in the initial 
production batch of 10 Jetstream 31s are in 
final assembly at Prestwick and the second 
group (also of 10 aircraft) is in the sub- 
assembly stage, while a third batch is 
authorised. British Aerospace aims to build 
up production to a minimum of 25 
Jetstreams/year — a figure that will be 
reached by 1984 — with an ability to 
produce more if the demand so requires. Five 
to six units are due to be delivered to airlines 
this year. 

As the first production Jetstream 31 made 
its public debut at Prestwick, British Aero- 
space announced that in addition to pre- 
viously notified orders it had received 
financial commitments from a UK and a 
Latin operator for one aircraft each; at the 
time of going to press the identities of the air- 
lines were being withheld pending completion 
of formal contract negotiations. It was also 
revealed by Mr Leslie E. S. Tuck, president 
of British Aerospace’s US subsidiary, that a 
Western US commuter carrier has placed a 
letter of intent for six aircraft — again the 
airline wished to remain anonymous. 

Alongside this new commitment for the 
aircraft, Mr Tuck also commented on the 
extent of the market in North America for 
the Jetstream 31 in both the commuter 
airline and corporate roles. ‘The potential 
19-seat commuter market in North America 
through the rest of this decade is over 700 
aircraft and it is our intention to get more 
than our fair share of that’, he stated. On 
discussing the corporate market he con- 
tinued ‘We did a long tour of the Jetstream 
cabin mock-up and we found a very great 
deal of interest in that corporate area. The 
basic uses that we saw for the Jetstream in 
the corporate role are really two; first, the 
new class of aeroplane that has been 
described as an executive shuttle where prob- 
ably up to 12 people could be carried by 
corporations between their various locations 
and secondly, with eight people in a normal 
corporate non-schedule operation’. It is 
worth noting that the latest FAA forecast 
shows an increase of around 3,400 turbo- 
prop general aviation aircraft (for the US 
alone) between now and the end of 1990 and, 
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at Torrejon, Madrid and temperate trials at 
Prestwick and the aircraft is now proceeding 
through the instalment of a Sperry auto-pilot 
before it is tested in sub-zero conditions. Jet- 
stream 31 is powered by two Garrett TPE 
331-10 turboprop engines each rated at 
900shp and favourable flight test results have 
allowed British Aerospace to up-grade the 
performance characteristics progressively as 
new data has become available. Under the 
British certification requirements, single- 
engine take-off distances have been reduced 
by 15% compared to earlier estimates and 
accelerate/stop distances improved by some 
150ft (50m). 

A combination of lower measured fuel 
flows, higher design weights and optimisa- 
tion of cruise techniques has led to an 
increase in Jetstream’s payload/range 
capability. Latest performance figures show 
that the 31’s range with 18 passengers is now 
630nm (1,160km), with full IFR reserves. 
The high landing weight of the aircraft gives 
a multi-stop capability with up to seven 
typical commuter sectors of 110nm (200km) 
being flown with a 60% load factor without 
the need for refuelling. 

As a business aircraft, the performance 
gives a range of 950nm (1,760km) in a 
12-seat executive shuttle configuration or up 
to 1,150nm (2,130km) with full IFR reserves 
as a nine-seat luxury corporate transport. 

Initial assessments of recent noise trials 
carried out at Prestwick indicate that Jet- 
stream 31 is quieter than current and 
projected noise requirements. Under 
American regulations the aircraft is some 8-9 
dBA within the regulations required. For UK 


Above: The cockpit of the Jetstream 31 
mock-up and . .. 


Above right: . . . the passenger cabin of the 
demonstrator. Jetstream 31 is pressurised and 
its cabin has a stand-up headroom of 5ft 11in 
and a width of 6ft 1in; the aircraft thus offers a 
level of spaciousness unmatched by other 
turboprops in its class — the Dornier 228, 
Bandeirante, Merlin and King Air. 

Photos: Allan Burney and British Aerospace 


tive sales package. A total of 18 aircraft had 
already been earmarked for customers when 
the first production Jetstream 31 made its 
public debut at BAe’s Scottish Division 
factory at Prestwick on 25 January 1982. 

Resplendent in a striking two-tone blue 
colour scheme and registered G-TALL, the 
aircraft was scheduled to fly within six-eight 
weeks of the ceremony. It will then join the 
earlier development Jetstream 31 (G-JSSD) 
in the flight test programme leading to 
certification by both British and American 
authorities in the middle of this year. 
G-TALL will later be refurbished for use as 
a demonstration aircraft. 

Since making its first flight in March 1980, 
the development Jetstream 31 (converted 
from an earlier Handley-Page model) has 
made more than 440 flights, accumulating 
over 550hr. It has completed tropical trials 


Below: The development Jetstream 31 during a 
ight from Prestwick. Registered G-JSSD, 
raft was converted from an earlier 
-Page model. Photo: British Aerospace 


Allan Burney reports on the roll-out 
of British Aerospace's new 
commuterliner — the Jetstream 31 


‘WALK tall with Jetstream 31° boasts the 
marketing slogan for British Aerospaces’ 
new commuterliner — referring to the types’ 
increased cabin size over turboprops in its 
class — and this is just one of the features of 
the ‘31’ that the manufacturer believes will 
secure considerable orders worldwide. While 
promoting the obvious passenger appeal of 
the Jetstream 31, whether in the 18-seat 
commuter, 12-seat executive or nine-seat 
corporate configurations, the improved 
performance of the aircraft and its com- 
petitive flyaway price of £14 million (at 1982 
costs) combine to offer operators an attrac- 


Top: The first production Jetstream 31, 
G-TALL, parked on the apron at Prestwick after 
its public debut on 25 iuary 1982. The 
aircraft's two Garrett TPE331-10 turboprops 
give it a more attractive appearance over its 
Turbomeca Astazou-powered predecessor. 


Above right: Headed by a Scottish piper, 
G-TALLis rolled into the hangar used during 
the unveiling ceremonies at BAe Scottish 
Division's Prestwick factory in January. 
Photos: Allan Burney 


Right: Jetstream 31 is in full-scale production 
at Prestwick — a first batch of 10 aircraft is 
well advanced at the final assembly stage (seen 
here) with work proceeding on a further two 
batches. British Aerospace plans to build-up 
Jetstream 31 production to a minimum of 

25 aircraft/year by 1984. 

Photo: British Aerospace 
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The Antillean Connection 


ETOM58 ‘Guadeloupe’ 


Story and photographs by Ben 
Ullings/Aviation Photos 
International 


in 1974 equipped with an Alouette III. On 
1 April 1976, the  Escadrille became 
Escadron de Transports Outre Mer 58. The 
Aztec terminated service in early-1977 and 
co-inciding with this a second Alouette III 
was added to the Cayenne inventory. 

ETOM 58's commitments in Guyana 
were rapidly expanding. As air transport in 
the area is of vital development importance, 
four inland airstrips were constructed each 
with 700m length, long enough for Transall 
operations. The ‘Ariane’ European space 
project at Kourou led to an increasing 
requirement for helicopters with some heavy 
lift capacities. This resulted in the replace- 
ment of the Alouette IIIs at Cayenne by two 
54330 Pumas in 1979. Capable of carrying 
20 people in the high density version and 
underslung loads up to 2,500kg, this helicopter 
proved ideal for ETOM 58's requirements. 

The addition of a third Puma based at 
Guadeloupe in 1980 brought the Squadron 
to its present strength: Pointe à Pitre — 
2xTransall, 1xPuma, 1 x Alouette II; Fort 
de France — 1x Alouette II; and Cayenne 
— 2xPuma, 1x Alouette II. A second Puma 
was scheduled to be stationed at Pointe à 
Pitre in April 1982. 


Command structure 

Included among ETOM 58's strength of 172 
service personnel, are 40 commandos whose 
task it is to protect the unit's facilities. Post- 
ings to ETOM 58 are obviously very popular 
and in order to offer such opportunities to as 
many servicemen as possible, the maximum 
duration of an assignment is two years. 

With its many functions, the Escadron has 
several parent units. Within its own 
operational area it reports to the Com- 
mandent de Forces Aeriennes aux Antilles et 
Guyane (CFAAG), an Army (!) colonel 
based in Fort de France. 

Administrative and spares support for the 
helicopters is co-ordinated by the 2eme 
Region Aerienne at Villacoublay, while the 
commandos are headquartered at St Cyr. 

The two C160 Transalls operating for 
ETOM 58 are provided by the 67 Escadre 
de Transports homebased at Orleans. These 
aircraft spend four months in the Antilles 
and then return to Orleans for major over- 
haul. Other C160 maintenance and all major 
helicopter servicing is still done at Pointe à 
Pitre. This is scheduled to change in April 
1982 when a second heli-support facility will 
become operational at Cayenne. Helicopter 
overhaul is done bit-by-bit so that the air- 
craft are in the hangar for several short 
periods rather than be fully taken apart and 
out of service for a longer time. Presently the 
three Pumas accumulate over 800 flying hrs/ 
year. On average the Transalls fly nearly 900 
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Above: Returning to base after a sortie is French 
AF Alouette Il, 58-MH, of ETOM 58 (Escadron 
de Transports Outre Mer 58). The unit is 
headquartered at Pointe à Pitre, the capital of 
Guadeloupe. 


jungle is another component of the very 
peaceful mission of this military unit. 

Besides its transport role, ETOM 58 has a 
variety of other commitments including 
coastal patrols and reconnaissance. Surpris- 
ingly Search and Rescue and Medevac are 
not permanent assignments. At Guadeloupe, 
for example, the Gendarmerie is primarily 
responsible for casualty evacuation, using a 
single Alouette II on permanent standby 
equipped with a stretcher and crewed by a 
pilot and a medical attendant. SAR duties 
are normally carried out by civil aircraft 
under control of the Centre Co-ordination et 
Sauvage headed by the commander of 
Raizet Airport. 


20 years' of service 

In 1961 the ‘Detachment No 375’ was 
established at Fort de France using Pointe à 
Pitre as a second base. Initial equipment con- 
sisted of two MH1521 Broussards and two 
C-47 Dakotas, but in 1964 the Broussards 
were retired, to be replaced by two more 
C-47s, one being received the same year and 
the other in 1966. Redesignated Escadrille 
de Transport Aerien Militaire 58, the unit 
‘traded-in’ one Dakota for a C-54 in the late- 
1960s and at the same time received an 
Alouette II and an Aztec for shorter-range 
movements; two more Alouette IIs were 
delivered in the early-1970s. The Dakotas 
were retired in 1970 and a quartet of N2501 
Noratlasses took their place, until these too 
(together with the C-54), were replaced by 
the Transall in 1976. In the meantime the 
third detachment was established at Cayenne 


GUADELOUPE is one of the tropical 
paradises that is part of the French Antilles, 
and its capital, Pointe à Pitre, is the home 
base of a relatively small but very important 
unit of the French Air Force — Escadron de 
Transports Outre Mer 58 (ETOM 58). The 
operations area of the unit extends from St 
Martin at 18?N, southwards as far as the 
border of Brazil and French Guyana almost 
on the equator. The landscape varies from 
picturesque islands with long white beaches 
amid the many shades of blue of the Carib- 
bean seas, to vast expanses of impenetratable 
jungle. 

Three detachments 

ETOM 38 operates a mixture of fixed- and 
rotary-wing aircraft (Transalls, Alouette IIs 
and Pumas) and in order to cover adequately 
the region, it also uses two other bases apart 
from Raizet Airport at Pointe a Pitre. These 
are Fort de France in Martinique and 
Cayenne in Guyana. 

Transport tasks represent some 90% of 
the activities of the unit and the majority of 
these consist of the carriage of freight and 
personnel in connection with the French AF 
service flights performed by the DC-8s of 60 
Escadron de Transports from and to Paris. 
Pointe a Pitre is the sole destination in the 
area that is served by ET 3/60 and the fre- 
quency is one flight every 7-10 days. The 
remainder of transport operations by ETOM 
58 includes: intensive traffic between 
Guadeloupe and the nearby small islands La 
Desirade, Marie Galante and Les Saintes; 
assistance to building projects at inland 
locations difficult to reach by road; and 
liaison support for the commanders of the 
French Army, Navy and Air Force in the 
area. In Guyana, the supply of medicine and 
other medical equipment to hospitals in the 
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Jetstream 31 order book (25 January 1982) 


Lol/financial 
Orders Options commitment 


Airline (Corporation) 

British Aerospace Inc (USA) 
Contactair (W. Germany) 
Mall Airways (USA) 
Partnair (Norway) 
Unannounced (S. America) 
Unannounced (UK) 
Unannounced (US) 


CANADIAN 


AIR ADVENTURE 


12-20 August 1982 


* Tour Price Now REDUCED to £730.00! * 


Following our successful first visit to Canada we are 
pleased to announce amended tour details for 1982. 


* CP air flights to Vancouver 
* 3 days visit to Abbotsford Air Show 


* Floatplane flight to Sproat Lake to view unique Martin 
Mars aircraft — as featured in March edition of 
Aircraft Illustrated 


* Visits to the Boeing plants at Everett and Renton 
* Trip on the Royal Hudson Steam Train. 


Full details from: 


Please enclose SAE 


AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED 


lan Allan Travel, 
Special Events Dept, 
8 Sterling Buildings, Carfax, 
Horsham, Sussex RH12 1DR 
Telephone: Horsham 51411 


Inc has ordered the fourth production Jet- 
stream 31 off the Prestwick assembly line 
and this will be delivered to the USA for 
completion as a corporate demonstrator for 
use in late-1982 and subsequent onward sale. 

British Aerospace is confident that its 
break-even figure of 150 aircraft will be sur- 
passed. Certainly the favourable reactions 
from a number of potential operators augurs 
well for the future of the Jetstream 31. 


continued from page 167 


while it must be realised that the majority of 
these aircraft will be smaller than the Jet- 
stream 31, a sizeable market still remains for 
aircraft in its class. 

In order to further pursue the corporate 
market in North America, British Aerospace 


Below: The first production Jetstream 31 
(foreground) and the development aircraft 
photographed together at Prestwick on 
25 January 1982. Photo: Allan Burney 


* THE WORLD OF MODELS x 


LOVELY 


OAKHILL MANOR 


NEAR BATH 


Large scale model SESA. Winner: Shuttleworth Trophy and Model Engineer 


Championship Cup. 


A treat for all the family 
The Ladies love the furnished mansion house 


Ride on one of Europe's finest and most scenic miniature railways to the 
museum and see one of the world's finest private collections of 
transport models including some fine and important aircraft in a unique 


and beautiful setting. 


'N' gauge railway — Railroading in the Rockies" 
NEW THINGS TO SEE EACH SEASON 


Free car park, picnic area, refreshment buffet, gift shop, eight acres gardens, 


45 acres in all. 


Open daily 12 noon-6pm 8th April to 1 st November including 
weekends. Phone Oakhill 840210. 
Entrance: A37 4 miles north of Shepton Mallet, turn at the 


Mendip Inn. 


High in the Mendip Hills close to Wells, Glastonbury, 
Cheddar Gorge and Cranmore. 
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ETOM 58. Parked on the apron are 
two C160 Transal 55 


e of which is seen here. The 
0 provided by the 67 Escadre de 
Transports based at Orleans. 


hrs/year, whereas the Alouettes together 
annually total approximately 625hrs. 

Due to the distance to the French main- 
land, spares and supplies are sometimes a 
problem and urgent demand is satisfied by 
means of using the frequent Air France 
services to the Antilles; but for obvious econ- 
omical reasons, when at all possible, 
cargoholds of the French AF DC-8s are 
preferred. 


Acknowledgement: 

The author would like to gratefully acknowledge 
the support of the personnel of OM 58, 
especially its commander Lt Col Durdilly and 
Capt Lefebvre, Military Attaché in the Hague. 


Below: Puma 58-MK flies over the spectacular 
coastline of Les Saintes in the Antilles. The 
airport's runway is visible in the top left corner 
of the photograph. 


Ge 


Left: The natural beauty of the French Antilles 
provides the breathtaking setting for this 
Alouette Il of ETOM 58. Les Saintes airport is 
visible in the distance. 


in its flight hangar. Other aircraft soon 
followed, including Tiger Moth G-AIHO and 
Auster Autocrat G-AGYH. Tiger Moth 
G-ALUC was added though this was a 
replacement for G-AHKZ which was 
wrecked in a ground collision with Avian 
G-ACKE on 27 July 1950. 

In October of the same year, Coventry 
Council assumed full responsibility for flying 
control and management of the airfield. The 
Council’s airport committee appointed Mr 
F. R. Midgley as manager, who made public 
his plans for putting Coventry in a more 
prominent position on Britain’s air map. 
These plans included contacting charter 
companies with a view to their establishing a 
permanent base at Baginton and it was felt 
that with sufficient support from local 
industrialists, there was no reason why 
Coventry should not become one of the 
busiest municipal aerodromes in the 
Country. The figures for August that year 
showed 217 aircraft movements compared 
with 146 for the same month in the previous 
year, 1949, Coventry’s Motor Factories had 
also attracted visitors by air and it was also 
used by well known jockey Gordon Richards 
were race meetings were held at nearby 
Warwick racecourse. Fire fighting and 
ambulance services had been installed and 
although the wooden building in which they 
were housed was considered inadequate, a 
permanent structure was planned. 

AWA continued to produce aircraft and 
one notable type was the AWSS Apollo. 
Only two prototypes of this four engined 
mamba-powered turboprop airliner were 
built, the successful Vickers Viscount 
winning the day. Sub-contract work included 
the night-fighter version of the Meteor, 
Hawker Hunters and Sea Hawks, final 
assembly and testing taking place at 
Bitteswell as the grass surface at Baginton 
was unsuitable for operation with high press- 
ure tyres. In 1954 AWA decided to cease 
test flying jet aircraft from Baginton, the last 
flight being carried out by prone-nose 
Meteor, WK935, on 10 February. 

Jersey Airlines came to Baginton in the 
early-1950s and started services to the 
Channel Islands and La Baule in Brittany. 
Dragon Rapides were used initially to be 
followed by Herons, Dakotas and finally the 
new Handley-Page Herald. In 1956, a new 
12-ton fire tender was handed over to Alder- 
man Mrs Pearl Hyde, deputy chairman of 
the airport committee, by Mr R. G. Gowar, 
a sales representative for the Pyrene 
Company Ltd, who installed the equipment 
on the vehicle. An official of the company 
quoted that there was nothing in the world to 
match the model; it incorporated new equip- 
ment for Coventry and its specific aim was 
to ‘put out the fire in the first vital minute, for 
if that fails, often the fire isn’t worth putting 
out on a crashed aeroplane’. Comforting 
words! 

Next to set up at Baginton, in October 
1957 was Orion Airways Ltd, which 
operated a Vickers Viking and two Dragon 
Rapides. Capt P. E. Palmer, the company's 
chairman, flew the Viking into Baginton 
from Blackbushe and was greeted by Mr 
C.J. Batho, who was now the airport 
manager. The company was looking to set 
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Top: Comper Swift, G-ABUS, seen at a 
Coventry Air Display in the early-1960s. 


Above: Westland Widgeon of British United 
Airways which operated a helicopter taxi 
service from Coventry. The helicopter was 
photographed on the Coventry Airport Helipad 
in April 1961. 
responsible for air traffic control at 
Coventry, built a control tower and also 
supplied the supervision in the form of Mr 
F. R. Midgley, its former chief test pilot. The 
company was still producing military aircraft 
though not of its own pedigree. Nearly 300 
Lincolns were built, and the jet-age dawned 
on Baginton when AWA started to build 
Meteors under sub-contract to Glosters. 
Coventry Aeroplane Club reformed at 
Baginton after the war, being previously 
located at Whitley Aerodrome. In 1936 it 
formed a limited liability company called 
*Coventry Civil Aviation Ltd' to run the club 
and expand its assets, one of these being the 
acquisition of land near Howes Lane (now 
called Leaf Lane) for the erection of a club 
house and hangars. The formation of the 
Civil Air Guard helped the club considerably 
and kept its aircraft busy. The fleet consisted 
of Tiger Moth G-AFHI and three Tay- 
lorcraft plus ‘Cs’, G-AFTO, G-AFUB and 
G-AFVW. During the war years the club 
house was used as an Army building, but 
just after hostilities ceased, it was burnt 
down by squatters. The uninvited guests also 
wrecked the hangars leaving the club no 
facilities with which to resume its activities. 
Through the good offices of Mr H.M. 
Woodhams, general manager of AWA, the 
club was able to purchase its first post- WW2 
aircraft, Tiger Moth G-AHKZ. The 
company also granted free storage facilities 


organisation’s main overseas terminal base. 
An excellent terminal building already existed 
along with modest but hard runways in 
constrast to Baginton’s all grass field. The lack 
of a hard runway was to become the subject 
of much discussion and debate, particularly 
in relation to the test flying of Armstrong 
Whitworth Aircraft. The renowned AW52 
‘Flying Wing’ although built at Baginton had 
to be dismantled and transported by road to 
Boscombe Down for its initial trials; at an 
estimated cost to the taxpayer of £3,000. 
Due to financial restrictions some of the pro- 
posed developments at Baginton could not 
take place. Large sums of money had 
already been spent on Elmdon and it was 
with these thoughts in mind, and the benefit 
to vital Midlands export industries, that the 
Coventry Authority decided to support 
Elmdon in its ploy for scheduled services. 
Also at this time, July 1948. the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation was attempting to obtain 
uniformity in the use of the descriptions 
‘airport’, ‘aerodrome’ and ‘airfield’, and had 
decided to limit the use of the title ‘Airport’ 
to those places that had customs facilities. 
Consequently Coventry Airport became 
Coventry Aerodrome. (In 1964 however the 
City Council reverted its title to ‘airport’, 
stressing that they felt the word aerodrome 
was associated with the old wartime airfields 
rather than with modern civil traffic. A 
spokesman for the Ministry of Aviation at 
this time explained that there was little sig- 
nificance in the word airport and there were 
no specific regulations which dictated when 
an aerodrome might change its title!) 

While all this bureaucracy was taking 
place, the business of aviation carried on. In 
1948 Armstrong Whitworth, which was 
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Above: Orion Airways Boeing 737, G-BGTY, at 
ry Airport on 13 September 1981, prior 
parting for Palma. 

All photographs by the author 


the airfield sustained only light damage from 
a few stray bombs. 

Next to form at Baginton were the Curtis 
Tomahawks of No 403 Squadron and this 
took place on 1 March 1941. Practice inter- 
ceptions were carried out with the resident 
No 308 Squadron, before the latter moved to 
Chilbolton. Several other squadrons were 
based at Baginton during the ensuing 
months but, in August 1941, it was relegated 
to the status of a satellite airfield when 
Honiley aerodrome was opened, with its con- 
crete runways, to the west of Coventry. Of 
course this did not mean an end to flying, 
Armstrong Whitworth was still turning out 
Whitley bombers, production of these 
ceasing in 1943, a total of 1,814 having 
flown from Baginton. Over 1,000 Lancasters 
were also produced. tially the Hercules- 
powered variant and later those fitted with 
the ubiquitous Rolls-Royce Merlin. Produc- 
tion of Lancasters was shared with second 
AWA factory which had been opened at 
Bitteswell, 10 miles to the east. Alvis also 
had a test facility at Baginton and many 
interesting types visited in connection with 
this. Alvis are still located close to the 
airfield, but the testing is now confined to 
ground based armoured vehicles. 

The war ended but it was not until 
18 October 1946 that Coventry was granted 
a licence for public use. At about this time 
Coventry was dealt its first major blow when 
Sir Harold Hartley, the chairman of British 
European Airways, announced that Birming- 
ham’s airport at Elmdon was to become the 
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which already had a factory at nearby 
Whitley aerodrome, moved over to Baginton 
leasing a large area of land on the south side 
of the field, that by now had been increased 
in size to 387 acres. A large factory was con- 
structed in which to produce its aircraft, and 
many interesting test flights were to ensue. 
Baginton was a much better site for AWA 
due to its increased size compared to 
Whitley (which still remained open as a 
company aerodrome) and was better placed 
geographically, the former being situated in a 
hollow. 

However, 1939 was rapidly approaching, 
bringing with it the outbreak of war, and 
quite naturally Baginton played its part. The 
first four of the Bellman type hangars were 
erected along with some minor buildings, 
and in September of that year the head- 
quarters of Number 1 camouflage unit was 
set up. Its job was to assess the effectiveness 
of the camouflage applied to the local 
factories, Midlands industry being a prime 
wartime target. Twelve months later, on 
25 September 1940, the Hurricanes of 
No 308 (Polish) Squadron arrived; the 
nearby ‘Baginton Oak’ public house being 
requisitioned as station headquarters. The 
‘pub’ still exists but is now called the ‘Village 
Gate’. Later on the squadron converted to 
Spitfires and nearly added to its solitary 
earlier kill of a Junker Ju88 when forcing a 
similar aircraft to jettison its bombs over 
nearby Stoneleigh Village. The citizens of 
Coventry who were around at the time will 
need no reminding of the night of 14 Nov- 
ember1940, the date of the infamous 
"Coventry Blitz’, but it is interesting to note 
that among all the destruction of operation 
‘Moonlight Sonata’, as it was codenamed, 
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THE AUTUMN of 1981 witnessed a 
notable increase in the number of passengers 
handled by Coventry Airport as a result of 
the temporary closure of neighbouring 
Birmingham Airport during the night-time 
period; while work was carried out on the 
new terminal facilities being constructed 
there. This meant that airlines affected by the 
shutdown would either have to retime or 
divert their flights and of those choosing the 
latter, Orion Airways, with its handsomely 
finished Boeing 737s, opted to use Coventry 
Airport (or Baginton as it is still referred to 
by the local aviation fraternity). Coupled 
with this was a handful of other diversions 
which would normally have used Birming- 
ham, bringing some first-time aircraft into 
the local field. A total of 48 flights was 
involved, carrying more than 8,000 passen- 
gers and providing a welcome cash boost to 
the airport's finances at a time when the 
question mark hanging over its future has 
once again reared its ugly head. 

This is a situation that the local authority, 
Coventry City Council, could not have 
foreseen when in 1933 it decided to develop 
237 acres of an area of land — initially 
purchased in 1897 and located three miles to 
the south of the City centre — into a civic 
airport. The first movement at the airport, 
well known though still worthy of mention, 
was made by Armstrong Whitworth Air- 
crafts (AWA) chief test pilot Alan 
Campbell-Orde on 26 May 1936, flying an 
Armstrong Whitworth Scimitar. AWA 
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Left: Part of the compound of the Midland Air 
Museum with ex-French AF F-100D Super 
Sabre, 54-2174, and DHC r, 58-2062 — 
the latter aircraft was delivered to the museum 
inside a US Army Chinook from Germany in 
July 1981. 


Below left: Passengers disembarking from 
British Air Ferries Herald, G-BEYJ, after a 
scheduled summer flight from Jersey. 


freight service using Trans-European 
Airways Bristol Wayfarers, and one 
Coventry manufacturer that planned to use 
the service was Massey-Ferguson, to airlift 
spare parts and accessories for its tractors. 
Customs facilities were made available in 
1962 initially on an ‘on call’ basis and this 
saved the inconvenience to operators of 
having to land elsewhere for customs 
clearance. British United Air Ferries set up 
car ferry services using Bristol 170s and 
Carvairs, a service to Calais starting on 
1 May 1964, and Midland Air Cargo also 
started operations using Bristol 170s. In the 
meantime Coventry Gliding Club moved to 
Husbands Bosworth as its operations were 
not compatible to Baginton. 

Four interesting aircraft seen parked on 
the airfield in 1962 were ex-Trans Canada 
North Stars CF-TFK, 'TFM, 'TFO and 
"TFT. Other operators included Ace 
Freighters with DC-4s and Constellations, 
and British United Airways (BUA) had set 
up a helicopter taxi service at a cost of £45 
an hour. BUA also operated ‘jet-prop’ 
services to Jersey, Blackpool and the Isle of 
Man using Viscounts and Dart Heralds; the 
1967 lowest tourist class single fare being 
£6 3s Od to Jersey and £5 7s Od to the Isle of 
Man. In 1966 15,016 passengers used the 
airport and this showed an increase over 
1965's total of 8,464. Freight was up from 
953.2 tons to 1,393.8 tons and total aircraft 
movements had increased from 22,867 to 
24,448. 

Shackleton Aviation staged a weekend 
event at Baginton on 28-30 April 1961 when 
45 different types of aircraft were on show. 
Public debuts were made by the Beagle- 
Auster Airedale and Terrier, their selling 
prices being £4,750 and £1,995 respectively. 
Shackleton Aviation handled a number of 
interesting types including two ex-RAF 
Viscounts and Mk 2 Shackleton, WL751, 
before moving to Bournemouth (Hurn) 
Airport in 1973. Baginton was also taking 
diversions from Birmingham, a situation that 
has existed to the present day. Located on a 
plateau, it is frequently clear when Birming- 
ham is fogged in, a point that has been 
emphasised many times. Capt V. Browning, 
the pilot of a BEA Viscount diverting into 
Baginton in January 1963, said that the 
visibility there was 2,000yd, while at 
Birmingham it was down to 300-400yd, 
which was unsuitable for landing. 

In 1970 the West Midlands Advisory 
Committee for Civil Aviation in its area 
issued guidelines along which Baginton 
should be developed. This included air cargo 
and charter work. Lairage facilities were 
available for the importation of livestock, 
and the movement of racehorses for meet- 
ings such as the Cheltenham Gold Cup took 
place. Ad hoc charter traffic was increasing 
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Midland Air Museum 


(Old AWA Works) 


ing a letter issued by the Board of Trade 
which said there seemed to be no justification 
for further development at Baginton as 
insufficient traffic was generated by the West 
Midlands. In contrast to all this, the 1960s 
saw many operators try their hand at 
Baginton, providing some comfort to the 
manager, Mr C. J. Batho who had strived so 
hard to put the airfield on the map. Mortons 
(Coventry) Ltd transport firm inaugurated a 


authorities and residents. Various schemes 
for hotels associated with the airport also 
came to nothing. In July 1965 the AWA 
factory, which had become the Avro- 
Whitworth division of Hawker Siddeley, 
closed down to eventually become a trading 
estate. 

In 1967, to complete the tale of woe, 
Coventry Policy Committee decided to limit 
the airport to the facilities it then had, follow- 
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Left: A British United Airways Herald arriving 
at Baginton from the Isle of Man on 12 August 
1967. 


Below left: A view across the apron at 
Coventry with British Midland Airways 
Viscount G-AYOX — operating a scheduled 
weekend service to Jersey in the summer of 
1981. The two DC-3s at the right of the 
photograph are G-APML and G-ANAF of Air 
Atlanti 


Bottom left: Inside Coventry Airport's Control 
Tower with Air Traffic Controller Ray Hendry 
on duty. 


the case of the Midlands area it had been 
decided to go ahead with the development of 
Elmdon. A four stage plan was envisaged for 
Coventry as follows: 

Stage 1: The construction of a hard 
runway, 5,300ft x 150ft with a 700ft 
stopway on the eastern approach, and 600ft 
on the western approach. A paved taxiway 
would be laid 400ft long x 60ft wide to 
connect with the existing terminal area. The 
installation of all necessary lighting and 
radar equipment and the erection of three 
new hangars each 240ft x 130ft. Of the 
hangars, one was a private venture by the 
transport firm Mortons (Coventry) Ltd, and 
the other two were to be rented from the 
Council by Orion Airways Ltd, and Don 
Everall (Aviation) Ltd. 

Stage 2: The construction of a secondary 
runway 4,300ft long. 

Stage 3: The construction of a new ter- 
minal building, additional hangars and exten- 
sive aprons, a new approach road and car 
parking facilities. 

Stage 4: Extending the main runway to its 
final length of 9,000ft. 

Undeterred by the Ministry decision, the 
Council proceeded with stage 1 of the airfield 
development when Alderman Mrs P.M. 
Hyde, who was now chairman of the airport 
committee, cut the first turf on the line of the 
new runway on | March 1960. The type of 
construction used was the soil-stabilisation 
method which builds up like a sandwich. 
First comes a 6in layer of soil mixed with 
concrete, then a second similar layer 
followed by a 3in layer of asphalt, the top lin 
of this being a wearing course. The new 
runway was officially opened on 15 October 
1960 by Lord Brabazon of Tara, president 
of the Royal Aero Club, who during his 
address forecast rapid development of execu- 
tive aircraft and believed that Coventry's 
traffic would contain large numbers of these; 
a statement that was to come true. 
Afterwards Lord Brabazon, along with civic 
dignitaries, boarded an AW Argosy — the 
last Armstrong Whitworth type to be built at 
Baginton — for a short inaugural flight. 

Sadly, the remaining phases of the 
development were not to see the light of day. 
In July 1964 the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, who within 24hr of 
granting permission for Elmdon to extend 
its runway, refused a similar application by 
Coventry, but approved of plans for a new 
approach road, car parking, and terminal 
buildings. The proposed extension, to 
7,500ft, had been the subject of a public 
enquiry, and was vigorously opposed by 
Warwickshire County Council, local 

AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED 


two rows 150ft from each other and gave a 
runway length of nearly 1,900yd. An electric 
beacon and landing 'T' had also been 
installed. 

The following year, the very same Ministry 
declined a request by Coventry City Council 
for-a'grant towards the initial cost of laying a 
hard runway. Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister, Mr John Hay stated that assistance 
to municipal aerodromes was limited, and in 


up charter work and after the formalities 
took the reception committee on a 15min 
flight over the city. 

In 1958 the airfield gained approval for 
night flying and a special demonstration of a 
new gooseneck flarepath was held for two 
Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 
officials, Mr L. W. Mooney and Mr C. L. 
Hullock, who were satisfied with the arrange- 
ments. The flares were placed 200ft apart, in 
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1978. West Midlands County Council has 
refused to renew financial assistance, 
suggesting that newly developed Birming- 
ham will be able to absorb Coventry’s com- 
mercial traffic, the light aircraft moving to 
newly re-opened Wellesbourne airfield. This 
would be totally impractical due to the large 
numbers of aircraft involved and also the dis- 
ruption and expense that would be incurred. 
The airport was even offered as a possible 
site for the proposed UK Datsun Car 
factory, yet another negative approach to its 
future. 

Coventry Council has reviewed the situ- 
ation and with the aforementioned facts in 
mind and the need to maintain the airport's 
viability, it has decided to lease it to a private 
operator on a long term basis. Three firms 
have come forward one of them being the 
resident Air Commuter Ltd, which under the 
leadership of Capt Peter Jones has done so 
much to strengthen Coventry's case. This 
could be a major turning point, though what 
the implications will be is a matter for con- 
jecture. One can only speculate what might 
have been if the runway had materialised at 
an earlier date. A positive approach must be 
made to assert Baginton's future, threats of 
closure can only frighten potential users 
away from an airport that has consistently 
proved its potential in the aviation world. 
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Dakotas of Air Atlantique are regular 
visitors, and Volkswagen (GB) fly in motor 
spares in Cessna Titan, G-VWGB. Talbot 
motor cars also make use of the airport's 
facilities in the form of Super King-Air, 
F-BVRP, which is operated by Lucas 
Aviation of Pontoise on its behalf and can be 
frequently seen at Baginton along with other 
business and executive types too numerous 
to mention. Summer scheduled services to 
Jersey are operated by British Midland 
Airways using Viscounts (and on one 
occasion DC-9, G-BMAA), while British Air 
Ferries operates Heralds on behalf of Gala 
Holidays. A new operator is Anglo Scottish 
Air Parcels which has set up a national 
network designed to provide a rapid delivery 
service and has chosen Coventry as a port of 
call. 

The night-time diversions, from Birming- 
ham into Coventry Airport, also included 
Dan-Air BAe 748, G-ARAY, on a special 
charter to Paris, CTA Caravelle, HB-ICI, 
from Zurich and Icelandair Boeing 727, TF- 
FLG, from Keflavik — the largest jet air- 
liner yet to use Baginton. The operation has 
achieved fast turn round times, and must 
augur well for the future. 

Coventry Council has made an annual 
subsidy to the airport, currently approaching 
£}million but, with cutbacks in local 
authority spending, this has been the subject 
of much adverse publicity in the local press. 
The threat of closure within two years has 
been mentioned, even though a minimum 
guaranteed life of 10 years was given in 


crews, being members of a different union 
and anxious to safeguard the airport's future, 
opted to continue working. Rather ironically, 
one of the aircraft was a Hercules diverting 
from Liverpool and bound for Dubai. 

Commercial movements at Baginton are 
controlled by Air Commuter Ltd, which 
began operations in 1969 with a DH Dove 
on charter work. In 1973 it extended to 
include business aircraft, and apart from its 
own fleet operate other aircraft on behalf of 
various companies, for example Beech King- 
Air, G-OMET (Comet Radiovision Services 
Ltd) The Air Agencies division of the 
company provides a handling service to 
other airlines and operators using Baginton. 
Other concerns currently based at the airfield 
include: The Automobile Association (see 
Aircraft Illustrated, December 1981), All 
Seasons Aviation Ltd, Dantata, Alvair 
Aviation Ltd, Bevan Lynch Aviation Ltd, 
Executive Air Engineering Ltd, Ron Webster 
Ltd, Aircraft Radio Maintenance Ltd, Air 
Atlantique Ltd, Panair Freight Ltd, Mortons 
(BRS) Ltd, Coventry Air Training School, 
F. R. Aviation and Dollar Air Services Ltd 
— the latter formed in 1978 by ex-BEAS 
marketing director David Dollar after the 
company was taken over by Bristow 
Helicopters. One of Dollar's involvements is 
in aerial filming and in 1979 they provided 
helicopter support for the filming of the 
second 'Star Wars' epic in Norway. 

The annual Royal Show, held at the 
nearby National Agricultural Centre, con- 
tinues to attract many visitors by air, 
generating much business for the airport. In 
connection with this 1981 saw the first 
Boeing 737 to use Baginton, Maersk Air, 
OY-APO, bringing a party of Massey- 
Ferguson dealers from Copenhagen. August 
sees the airport receiving the yearly 
pilgrimage of Dutch motor cycle enthusiasts 
visiting the Silverstone Grand Prix, the 
charters being worked by NLM and 
Martinair with F27s, F28s and DC-9s. The 


theme and one participant, Flt Lt Hans Van 
der Werf, instructor and display pilot in the 
RNethAF is well known. He operated his 
F-104G Starfighter D8091, off Baginton's 
runway with ease, and on both occasions he 
was present, 1976 and 1978, he treated 
onlookers to a free display during his pre- 
airshow practice; though on the latter 
occasion a failed actuator motor prevented 
his appearance on the day. The 40th 
Anniversary of the ‘Coventry Blitz’ was 
celebrated in 1980 and to commemorate the 
occasion the RAF Battle of Britain flight 
made a low pass over the city prior to 
landing at Baginton. Last year saw British 
Airways Concorde, G-BOAC, give a 
demonstration that can only be described as 
ecstatic and must leave air show organiser 
John Cuthbertson wondering what he can 
come up with for 1982. 

Located on the north side of the airfield is 
the Midland Air Museum which was formed 
in 1967, initially with 31 members. Its first 
purchase was a Gloster Meteor. In 1977 the 
museum started work on its present site and 
has since assembled a large and varied 
collection, a sample of which includes an 
AWA-built Gloster Javelin, a DHC Beaver 
(delivered from Germany inside a US Army 
Chinook), the Boulton Paul P111A delta- 
wing research aircraft and ex-USAF Kaman 
Huskie helicopter 62-4518, an example of 
which, 62-4516, gave a fire fighting demon- 
stration at the 1967 Coventry airshow. The 
museum has launched an appeal to finance 
the construction of a £35,000 hangar at the 
site. The hangar will be named after Sir 
Frank Whittle and it is hoped he will be able 
to perform the opening ceremony. 

Back to the airport scene, and in 1979 a 
new manager was appointed, Mr R. Rufus 
leaving to take over as airport director at 
Liverpool. The new man, Mr Phil Philips, 
arrived on 22 January to be faced with a 
number of diverted flights due to the national 
strike of public workers. Coventry’s ground 


as being owned by Air Cargo International 
of Houston, Tx. Air Cargo eventually sent a 
flight crew to fly it out to Shannon. It was 
understood that the bill of £1,500 run up by 
the aircraft while at Baginton was paid in 
£10 notes taken from a suitcase! The airport 
manager, who was now Mr R. Rufus, 
ordered that the plane should not land at 
Baginton again. 

A major feature of the postwar years at 
Coventry Airport was its air displays. The 
Kings Cup air race and Lockheed Aerobatic 
competition were part of these events, which 
included such interesting types as the DH86 
Express, (the long-winged aircraft of Hurel 
Dubois), Mew Gull G-AEXF, Hawk Speed 
Six G-ADGP, the diminutive Sparrow jet 
and Minijet with names such as Paine, 
Dunkerley, Porteous, Biancotto and Aresti 
sticking in the mind. Larger jet types to use 
the grass surface were the Vampire, Can- 
berra, WH664, blue Meteor, G-ANSO, 
flown by Geoffrey Worrall and the Nene- 
powered Fokker S14 Mach-Trainer. In 
1955, while practicing for the Lockheed 
Aerobatic Competition, the Fokker S14, 
flown by Gerben Sonderman, suffered a 
flame-out while inverted. On regaining level 
flight the pilot brought the jet in for a 
beautifully judged dead-stick landing. This, 
however, sadly prevented the aircraft from 
competing in the competition. One person 
who is well remembered is Percy Blamire in 
Miles Gemini, G-ALZG, a local garage 
owner and director of Alvair Aviation until 
his recent death. Percy, who only had one 
leg, was a regular competitor in the Kings 
Cup, though the trophy eluded him. Also 
seen on one occasion making a spectacular 
arrival from behind the crowd were the 
F-100 Super Sabres of the USAF 'Thunder- 
birds’ display team which had operated out 
of nearby Bruntingthorpe. 

The current air shows, which are courtesy 
of the RAF's Association following the final 
demise of RAF Gaydon, retain a similar 


and airlines to be seen included Alidair 
(Viscount), Air Freight, Intra and Mace- 
donian (DC-3), Interior Airways (Hercules), 
Trans-Meridian (CL-44), Aer Turas (DC-4 
and DC-7F), Air Bridge Carriers (Argosy), 
British Midland Airways (Viscount and 
BAC One-Eleven), Martinair (DC-9) and the 
Carvairs of British Air Ferries which 
brought in flowers from Jersey on a daily 
basis. Companies involved with these and 
based at the airport were Kay-Air, Pandair 
and Eurofreight. 

Another proposal to increase the runway 
length, this time to  6,500ft never 
materialised, but as forecast in 1960 by Lord 
Brabazon, business and executive aviation 
began to form a large part of the airport's 
movements and saw the arrival of such com- 
panies as Skycab Europe, BEAS helicopters 
which had set up headquarters after 14 years 
at Oxford, and Point to Point helicopters to 
name but a few. 

A minor scandal took place in January 
1974 when a Lockheed Constellation flew in 
from Amsterdam for radio repairs. The 
plane was on lease to Lanzair Ltd, a Jersey 
based company, and on arriving was 
searched by men of the Special Branch who 
had shown great concern over it along with 
the United States Embassy, the British 
Department of Trade and Industry and the 
US FAA — it was registered with the latter 


This picture: Coventry's 5,300ft 05/23 runway 
with Orion Airways Boeing 737, G-BGTW, 
departing for Reus, Spain, on 22 October 1981. 


Inset: Icelandair Boeing 727, TF-FLG, 

the largest jet airliner yet to use Coventry 
Airport, flew in from Keflavik on 1 October 
1981 with the Aston Villa football team. It 
returned to Iceland after being converted to 
part freight configuration. 


long term lease to Air Algerie 
from 5/81. 
G-AOYN c/n 263, del 16/2/81 ex-BA, del 
BAF 3/81 named Diane. 
G-AOYP c/n 265, del 13/4/81 ex-BA, 
long term lease to Air Algerie 
from 5/81. 
G-AOYS c/n 267, del 22/5/81 ex-BA, 
long term lease to Air Algerie 
from 6/81. 
G-APEX c/n 381 del 27/3/81 ex-BA del 
BAF 4/81 named Sun Seeker. 
G-APEY c/n 382, del 3/4/81 direct from 
LHR in full BA colours, entered 
service 30/4 with BAF titles 
along fuselage. Leased 
Occidental Oil 6/81, returned 
BAF, leased Oasis Oil Co 9/81. 
c/n 375, del 30/9/81 ex-JEA, 
rolled out full BAF colours 15/ 
10 entered service at the end of 
October 1981. 


G-AVJB 


The following British Airways Viscounts are 
scheduled to be delivered from Cardiff: 
G-AOYG (256), G-AOYH (311), G-AOYL 
(261), G-AOYM (262), G-AOYO (264), 
G-AOYR (266) and G-APIM (412). 


BAF Viscount Fleet — January 
1982 


G-AOHL c/n 161, del 6/2/81 ex-BA, 
withdrawn from use 27/3/81, 
then converted into Cabin 
Service Trainer 9/81. 

c/n 162, del 23/2/81 ex-BA, 
leased Air Algerie 3/81, 
returned Southend, leased to 
Oasis Oil Co, returned BAF, 
named Anne-Marie. 

c/n 168 del 17/7/81, del Skybus 
New Zealand 9/81, re- 
registered ZK-SKY 10/81. 

c/n 170, del 16/1/81 ex-BA, del 
BAF 6/2, named Winn, leased 
Oasis Oil Co 8/2, returned 
BAF, leased to Esso Standard 
Oil 9/81, returned to Southend, 
leased to Oasis Oil Company 
10/81. 

c/n 257, delivered 2/7/81 
ex-BA, leased Esso Standard 
Oil 10/81, returned to 
Southend, leased to Occidental 
Oil Company 12/81. 

c/n 259, del 14/4/81 ex-BA, 


colours. The aircraft is the first of two series 
8155 to be bought for use by BAF Airtours 
which will be launched later this year. The 
aircraft will be based at Southend and used 
by the new subsidiary company for IT flights 
to various European destinations. 

As reported in ‘airnews’ in last month's 
issue, BAF will set up an engineering base at 
Cardiff Rhoose for the aircraft and will base 
six Viscounts there. A new subsidiary 
company called Welsh Air Ferries will be set 
up to operate the aircraft for charters and IT 
flights from Cardiff. 

Future plans include acquiring a further 
four Viscounts from the defunct Southern 
International Airways and up to six aircraft 
from CAAC; the latter all model 843s are 
reportedly for immediate resale to Bouraq 
Airlines of Indonesia. 


Above: BAF has converted Viscount G-AOHL 
into a cabin service trainer and mounted the 
aircraft on a brick rostrum at Southend. 


Below: Skybus of New Zealand has leased two 
BAF Viscounts one of which is G-AOHT. The 
aircraft was delivered in September 1981 


Viscount, G-APEY, 
carrying British Air Ferries (BAF) titles and 
parked on the north apron at Southend in May 
1981. A// photos by the author 


Below: A Viscount on a long term lease to Air 
Algeria is G-AOYJ; note the English and Arabic 
markings. 


has also leased two aircraft — G-AOHV 
and G-AOHM. 

With its ever increasing Viscount fleet, 
BAF is taking on more employees. A special 
Cabin Services Training School has been 
opened to train new cabin staff and for this 
purpose, Viscount G-AOHL c/n 161 has 
been converted into a cabin service trainer 
and mounted on a brick rostrum. The air- 
craft was withdrawn from use in March 
1981 having never flown since its delivery 
flight from Cardiff on 6 February the same 
year. 

One of BAF's latest Viscount acquisitions 
is G-AVJB. The aircraft, a series 815, was 
formerly owned by Jersey European 
Airways and had been in open storage at 
East Midlands. It was delivered to Southend 
in silver primer on 30 September 1981 and 
has since been painted up in full BAF 
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world’s largest operator) and the delivery of 
its BAe 146 jets in a few years time. However, 
the Viscount looks set to remain in service 
with BAF for at least another ten years. 

The Viscounts are being leased to a 
number of airlines all round the world. Air 
Algerie has a regular contract with BAF to 
lease three or more Viscounts at any one 
time in addition to Heralds. The aircraft are 
all based in Algeria but are flown by BAF 
crews and are maintained in the UK. They 
have been painted up in full Air Algerie 
colours and titles in English and Arabic. In 
late-1981 the aircraft leased to the airline 
were G-AOYJ, 'OYP and 'OYS. 

BAF is also leasing two Viscounts to a 
new airline formed in New Zealand called 
Skybus. The first aircraft G-AOHT was 
painted up in Skybus colours and was 
delivered to New Zealand at the end of 
September 1981. 

Many of the large oil companies in Libya 
have leased BAF Viscounts for varying 
periods for transporting personnel around 
North Africa. These include Occidental Oil 
Company which leased G-APEY and 
G-AOYI recently and Esso Standard Oil 
Company that leased G-AOYI for a short 
period. The Oasis Oil Company, which was 
the first Viscount leasing customers for BAF, 


Simon Murdoch provides an update 
to the 'Viscounts for BAF’ feature that 
appeared in May 1981, p215 


BRITISH Air Ferries (BAF) at Southend 
Airport has purchased the last remaining 
seven British Airways Viscounts, thereby 
increasing its Viscount fleet to 19 aircraft. In 
so doing, BAF has become the world's 
largest operator of the type and further 
expansion is also planned. 

Over a year has now elapsed since BAF 
took delivery of its first Viscount 802 from 
British Airways, when G-AOHV c/n 170 
was handed over on 19 January 1981. ‘Hotel 
Victor' was the initial aircraft in an original 
order for six and was flown from Cardiff 
where all the British Airways’ Viscounts were 
stored after being taken out of service follow 
ing the airline's cut backs. Having taken 
delivery of its first six Viscounts and dis- 
covering the financial viability and success of 
leasing contracts with them, BAF bought 
another four from the same source and this 
number was ultimately increased to twelve. 

BAF originally purchased the Viscounts 
as a temporary stop gap measure between its 
current Dart Heralds (of which it is also the 


Scrapyard Spitfire 
Sir, 

The enclosed photograph shows a Spitfire 
‘gate guardian’ to a scrapyard(!) in 
Capetown, South Africa. 

There may be an interesting story behind 
this Spitfire, DB:P, and I wonder if any 
reader can provide some information regard- 
ing the history of the aircraft; the code DB 
indicates that it belonged to No411 
Squadron, RCAF. 

JOHN DRAYCOTT 


Loughborough, 
Leics 


Below: The photograph kindly enclosed with 
letter showing Spitfire DB-P, 
gate guardian’ to a scrapyard in 


suggesting that we would dispose of any of 
our hard-won aircraft. 

The Dragonfly depicted in the magazine, 
WG725, was in fact swapped by the Army 
Air Corps Museum for a much needed early 
Auster AOP; prior to that it moved around 
various RAF stations as a static display air- 
craft following its retirement from service 
with the RAE at Bedford and instructional 
duties at RAF Weeton. 

The British Rotorcraft Museum 
Dragonfly, WG719, is currently stored at 
Weston-super-Mare with a number of other 
helicopters, awaiting the completion of 
negotiations for the sale of the local airfield. 
Once this has happened the Museum is 
expected to open on its own site, when all, 
including Mr Murdoch, will be welcome. 
ELFAN AP REES 
The British Rotorcraft Museum, 
Weston-super-Mare 


mail 
BAe 125, G-OJOY 
Sir, 

I am writing to correct the information 
given in the caption to the photograph of the 
recently registered BAe125 srs 700, featured 
in the January issue, page 38, The aircraft, 
G-OJOY, is in fact privately owned by 
Goodman Air Taxi and is operated by Bryan 
Aviation. MAM Aviation Ltd is involved 
with this aircraft solely as the sub-contracted 
maintenance organisation. 

In addition to managing the operation of 
G-OJOY, Bryan Aviation also operates a 
BAel125 srs 600, G-BJOY; the aircraft fly on 
business charters throughout Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa. Both 125s are based 
at Heathrow Airport and carry Public 
Transport Certificates of Airworthiness. 
They are available for charter through Bryan 
Aviation (01-730 0032) or Business Air 
Centre Ltd (01-836 7971). 

J. SAYE 
Bryan Aviation, London 


Dragonfly correction 
Sir, 

Your correspondent Simon Murdoch has 
supplied incorrect information with regard to 
the Dragonfly featured in the March issue, as 
the helicopter illustrated has never been any- 
where near the British Rotorcraft Museum; 
in fact he does us a grave disservice by 


Above: Auster AOP9, XR244, flown by Capt 
John Ball, AAC, making its symbolic flight from 
Middle Wallop on 2 February 1982. 

Photo: Peter R. March 


Airspeed Horsa and much larger GAL 
Hamilcar, all of which went into production. 

By the autumn of 1941, a glider pilot 
training organisation had been set up. 
Volunteers from all ranks went through the 
RAF aircrew selection tests and the success- 
ful ones went on to elementary flying training 
on powered aircraft (6Ohr) and then spent 12 
weeks at a glider training school flying 
Hotspurs. They then passed on to the glider 
operational training unit for six weeks on the 
Horsa before being awarded the Army 
Flying Badge. On 24 February 1942 the 
Glider Pilot Regiment became the first part 
of the new Army Air Corps, which remained 
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parachute force of 5,000 troops and was 
prompted by the successful use of parachute 
and glider forces by the Germans during 
their conquest of the Low Countries. At the 
suggestion of the Air Ministry, who doubted 
whether the RAF could produce troop- 
carrying squadrons for parachute operations 
at that somewhat fraught time, the War 
Office proposed that a glider-borne force 
should complement the paratroops. The 
development of the parachute and glider 
arms therefore went ahead simultaneously. 
A small band of volunteer pilots from the 
Army and RAF had started to train an 
assortment of borrowed civilian gliders by 
September 1940 and specifications had been 
drawn up for a family of operational gliders, 
to be mass-produced from non-strategic 
materials. This resulted in the GAL Hotspur, 


view 


Early Air Corps remembered 


A lone Auster flying low across the 
countryside between Andover and Salisbury 
was a familiar enough sight 25 years ago 
when the present Army Air Corps (AAC) 
was established. But in February 1982, with 
the type retired from service, there must have 
been a special reason. In fact the Auster 
AOP9, XR244, the last airworthy example 
on the Army Air Corps' inventory and part 
of the Army Historic Aircraft Flight, had 
been brought out of winter hibernation to 
make a symbolic flight to mark two 
important but often forgotten events from 
the dark days of WW2. In February 1942, 
the Army Air Corps was first formed, 
initially from the Glider Pilot Regiment and 
later in the same year with the addition of the 
Parachute Regiment. This Corps was to 
make a very significant contribution to the 
successful operations in North Africa, Sicily, 
Normandy and of course at Arnhem. During 
the same month 40 years ago the first Auster 
Mk Is for Air OP operations were put into 
production at a new assembly line at Syston, 
Leicester. 

On 22 June 1940, Winston Churchill sent 
one of his celebrated minutes to the War 
Office. This called for the formation of a 
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E US aviation 

USAF in the 1970s and US Navy 
Combat Aircraft in the 1970s by 
Lindsay T. Peacock, published by Arms 
and Armour Press (68pp illus incl 4pp 
colour) at £3.50 each 

These two soft-cover publications — 
numbers three and four in the *Warbirds 
Illustrated-series  — are photographic 
collections of US military aircraft in the 
1970s; the photographs are largely drawn 
from the author's own files and consequently 
many have not been seen before. 


W Aviation guides 

An illustrated Anatomy of the World's 
Fighters compiled by William Green and 
Gordon Swanborough, published by 
Salamander Books (240pp illus text incl 
مم32‎ colour) at £8.95 

*The inside story of 100 classics in the evolu- 
tion of fighter aircraft’ is the sub-title to this 
encyclopedia-style book.  Arranged مذ‎ 
chronological order, each type — ranging 
from the Morane-Saulnier Type N to the 
McDonnell Douglas F-18 Hornet — is 
represented by a cutaway diagram, three- 
view drawing, half-tone photograph and a 
background text. A  28-page preface 
illustrated by colour gives a concise history 
of fighter development. An undesirable 
feature of this book is its printing in purple 
rather than black ink and this has most 
seriously affected the photographs — many 
of them appear as virtual silhouettes. 


The encyclopedia of German Military 
Aircraft by Bryan Philpott, published by 
Arms and Armour Press (192pp illus text 
incl colour) at £10.95 

This encyclopedia provides a background 
reference to the major warplanes flown by 
Germany from 1912 to the present day. An 
introduction gives a summary history of 
German air power while the main body of 
the book is divided into three parts; *1912- 
1918', *1919-1945' and ‘postwar’. 


Flying Colours compiled by William 
Green and Gordon Swanborough, 
published by Salamander Books (208pp 
illus colour throughout) at £9.95 

*Flying Colours' surveys, by means of profile 
colour drawings, many of the camouflage 
and high-visibility schemes that have been 
applied to military aircraft over the past 65 
years. Over 100 types are featured and these 
are presented in the chronological sequence 
of their initial service introduction. The 
standard of the colour artwork is high 
making this book of interest to the enthusiast 
and modeller alike. 


E Out Soon! 

Military Aircraft Markings: Compiled by 
Peter R. March, this year's new enlarged 
edition not only includes a complete revision 


of all UK military serials, but also provides 
details on USAF European-based aircraft 
and those mainland US aircraft likely to be 
seen in the UK. On sale date will be 
20 March and the guide will cost £1.80. 
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The aspiring pilot is guided through 
ground school and the basics of practical 
aviation — explaining the control surfaces, 
instrumentation, engine, etc — before being 
introduced to the fundamentals of flight 
training and its associated procedures. He/ 
she is then taken through sections on cross- 
country and night flying, emergency flight by 
reference to instruments, seaplane operations 
and transition to other planes — all the 
chapters being illustrated with informative 
diagrams. In the preface it states that this 
book ‘was developed to assist (1) student 
pilots learning to fly airplanes, (2) certificated 
pilots who wish to improve their flying pro- 
ficiency and aeronautical knowledge, or are 
preparing for additional certification or 
ratings, and (3) flight instructors engaged in 
the instruction of both students and 
certificated pilots’. However ‘Flight Training 
Handbook’ undoubtedly has a wider 
readership, being of value to any aviation- 
minded person. 


€ Publications received 

Due to space restrictions in this column, we 
are unable to publish reviews on all books 
received and we would like to acknowledge 
the receipt of the following titles. 


WRAF stations 

Hawkinge 1912-1961 by Roy S. 
Humphreys, published by Meresborough 
Books (192pp illus text) at £5.95 

Subtitled *an in depth history of the former 
RAF station Hawkinge’, this book records 
the exploits of the men and squadrons that 
were based at the station throughout its 
history — from the original experiments of 
the Dutchman Megone in 1912, through its 
duties as a front-line station in WW2, to the 
closure of RAF Hawkinge in 1961. 


Kent Airfields in the Battle of Britain 
by the Kent Aviation Historical Research 
Society, published by Meresborough 
Books (192pp illus text) at £5.95 

As the title suggests, ‘Kent Airfields in the 
Battle of Britain' is not an attempt at re-tell- 
ing the turbulent events of 1940, but rather a 
look at how the airfields fared throughout the 
battle. An introductory chapter deals with 
the effects of the Battle of Britain upon the 
County of Kent while subsequent sections 
look at each airfield in turn. Airfields 
featured in this book include such famous 
names as Biggin Hill, Manston, Hawkinge, 
West Malling and Eastchurch. 


Military Airfields of Wales and the 
Northwest — Action Stations 3 by 
David J. Smith, published by Patrick 
Stephens Ltd (218pp illus text) at £8.95 
This third volume in the publisher's *Action 
Stations’-series covers the histories of the 
military airfields of Wales and the Northwest 
of England, from WW1 to the present day. 
Opening chapters on *Wales and the North- 
west at war’, ‘Airfield architecture’ and 
*Flying control and airfield aids' are followed 
by the main body of the book that gives an 
alphabetical listing of each airfield in the 
area. Maps and photographs are supplied 
throughout. 


books 


Civil Aircraft Markings by AlanJ. Wright 
published by lanAllanLtd(208pp incl 
8ppillus)at £1.25 

Long-established as the leading reference 
book for aircraft spotters and enthusiasts in 
the UK, ‘Civil Aircraft Markings’ is now in 
its 32nd edition and it continues in its 
successful format. The comprehensive listing 
of UK registrations is complemented by a 
section on *Overseas Airliner Registrations" 
— aircraft most likely to be seen at UK air- 
ports on scheduled or charter services. Other 
features include a table of two-letter codes 
(used by airlines to prefix flight numbers) for 
those carriers appearing in the book; a 
*Future Allocations Log' that provides the 
facility to record future in-sequence registra- 
tions as they are issued or seen; and a new 
section on radio frequencies used by the 
larger airfields/airports. 

Information accompanying each registra- 
tion gives the type of aircraft and the owner 
or operator. A space is provided alongside 
each entry for notes. This 1982 issue features 
an Alitalia DC-10 on the cover and is avail- 
able at £1.25 (25p less than last year's 
edition). 


E Instructional Manuals 
Long-distance flying — the pilot's 
library by Peter Garrison, published by 
Columbus Books (198pp illus text) at 
£8.40 

Peter Garrison is an accomplished long- 
distance pilot and in his homebuilt aircraft, 
Melmoth, he has completed some notable 
flights — such as a nonstop journey of 
IOhr 45min from Gander, Newfoundland to 
Shannon, Ireland. Some of the valuable 
experiences he has gained during these flights 
are passed on in ‘Long-distance Flying’. This 
useful handbook for the pilot discusses 
practical techniques for planning long flights, 
for improving aircraft performance and for 
decreasing fuel consumption. Tips are pro- 
vided for safety as are pointers on the best 
way to anticipate and avoid trouble and on 
how to cope with an emergency if it occurs. 
An opening chapter on 'The Conquest of 
Distance' gives a brief history of the develop- 
ment of long-distance flying and recalls the 
achievements of pilots such as Charles 
Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart. Other sec- 
tions of particular interest include ‘Over- 
ocean Flying’, ‘Navigation’ and 
‘Meteorology’. 


Flight Training Handbook by the 
Federal Aviation Administration, published 
by Columbus Books (325pp illus text) at 
£8.95 

A number of manuals on the mechanics of 
learning to fly have been reviewed in this 
column recently and while they all made for 
interesting reading, one felt that additional 
references were needed to supplement their 
information. A slightly more in-depth 
publication on the subject is the 'Flight 
Training Handbook' as prepared by the US 
Federal Aviation Authority (FAA). 
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notable aircraft at Walkeridge Farm are Gull 
Six G-AERD being rebuilt after its crash at 
Thruxton on 30 May last year, Hornet Moth 
G-ADKL, Caudron C270 G-BDFM, Piper 
Cub G-BEUU and Tiger Moth G-APCC all 
being put into flying trim. Down at South- 
ampton-Ron Souch has brought back with 
him from California a trio of interesting 
machines in addition to his Moth G-ABEV; 
Vagabond G-ALEH now flying from 
Booker, Cessna 145 Airmaster NC19495 
and Peterfield CP50 Collegiate NC26401. 
Yet more rare American light aircraft have 
been added to the Phillip Mann collection at 
Biggin Hill, with Rearwin 8500 N15863 and 
Curtiss Wright Travel Air 12-Q N370N 
both recently registered with previously 
unallocated markings G-AEOF and 
G-AAOK respectively. 

News from around the preservation 
groups and museums: The Wales Air 
Museum at Cardiff is continuing to grow 
rapidly. The forward fuselage of Ashton 
WB491 has been delivered and is being 
renovated. Mystere IVA No 59 (314-TH) 
has been repainted and Skeeter XN351 has 
arrived from the Torbay Museum on loan 
from the Shuttleworth Collection. In 
mid-February Canberra PR7 WH798 was in 
the process of being moved in from nearby 
St Athan. With a second Sea Venom in pros- 
pect from the Dunsfold area this brings the 
collection up to 29 aircraft. One machine 
that has been widely attributed to the Wales 


Cliff Lovell’s workshop at Walkeridge 
Farm near Kingsclere, Berks never ceases to 
provide its surprises, with a continual stream 
of interesting light aircraft types, mainly 
brought in from the USA. Recently this has 
included Tiger Moth N27WB (previously 
ZK-ATI and now registered as G-ALIW) 
Monocoupe 90A N19432 and from India 
Leopard Moth VT-AKH — which had been 
purchased in June 1938 having previously 
flown as G-ACRJ in this country. The Tiger 
Moth has now been delivered to its owners at 
White Waltham, the Monocoupe and a 
Cessna 120 G-AJML are also flying and 
work is shortly to begin on restoring the 
Leopard Moth to airworthy condition. Other 


Above: TB-25N Big Bad Bonnie from the 
‘Mitchell Flight’ undergoing an overhaul and 
paint strip at Cranfield prior to a complete 
re-spray Photo: Roger Wright 


the 3502nd Bomb Wing in Illinois. It 
remained with this unit until relegated to 
ground instruction with the 3345th 
Technical Training Wing of Air Training 
Command. Its working life with the service 
over in April 1958 it went to the usual 
destination for retired aircraft, Davis 
Monthan, Az. In December 1959 44-30210 
was cleared from the USAF inventory. 

In the aftermath of the Wings and Wheels 
sale in Florida last November there is a 
bonus for the UK. On 12 February three of 
the aircraft, purchased by private individuals 
at the sale, arrived at Duxford. These WW1 
aircraft, a Spad XIII, Fokker Triplane and 
Nieuport 28 will all be based with the 
Imperial War Museum Collection. The Spad 
is in excellent condition and will go on to 
display with the opening of the collection for 
the 1982 season on 13 March. The Triplane 
is going into the workshops to be restored to 
flying condition. At the time of writing plans 
for the Nieuport are not known. 


Right: The Wales Aircraft Museum's compound 
at Cardiff-Rhoose airport; 23 of the museum's 
exhibits are visible in this view. Above centre 
left is Mystere IVA, TH-314... 


Below: . . . illustrated here in close-up. An 
unusual blue colour scheme has been applied to 
the aircraft. 


Photos: Andrew and Peter R. March 


Imperial War Museum and is maintained by 
volunteers from the Duxford Aviation 
Society. The normal paint scheme carried by 
the aircraft is Sally B of the 749th Squadron, 
457th Bomb Group of the 8th AF, which 
was stationed at Glatton in Huntingdon 
during the war. It was built as a B-17G-105- 
VE by the Vega subsidiary of Lockheed at 
Burbank, Ca in 1944 c/n 8693. Serialled 
44-85784, it was delivered to Nashville, Tn 
to be prepared for operational use in the 
Pacific, but the war ended without the B-17 
seeing combat, On 2 May 1948 it was trans- 
ferred to Wright Field, Oh for training and 
on to Schenectady Hill AFB, NJ where 
retirement came in 1958. With guns, turrets 
and bomb racks removed the B-17 was then 
flown to Europe, to a new owner and a new 
identity as F-BGSR. 

Arriving at Le Bourget on 18 March 
1958, ‘GSR was fitted with cameras for use 
by the Institut Geographique National, 
flying from Creil on high altitude photo- 
graphic tasks. After a busy career over the 
next 12 years it was retired and put out to 
grass. Although originally destined for the 
USA, for which the registration NI7TE was 
allotted, the former bomber was flown to 
England by the late Don Bullock, arriving at 
Biggin Hill on 15 March 1975 en route to 
Duxford. Now painted as Sally B it was dis- 
played for the first time at an airshow in the 
UK at the Biggin Hill Air Fair on 18 May 
1975. To comply with UK registration 
requirements it was allocated the marks 
G-BEDF (the last two letters standing for 
Duxford Fortress) but was given the dis- 
pensation to fly in USAAF colours. It is 
believed that Sally B is the last surviving air- 
worthy Vega built B-17, from the 2,250 built 
at Burbank . A total of 12,677 Fortresses 
were built between July 1940 and August 
1944. 

Maintaining a veteran aircraft of this size 
is obviously a very expensive proposition 
and owner Ted White and his team of 
volunteers obviously have an uphill struggle 
in these inflationary times. Costs in the 
region of £50,000 can easily be run up in a 
season with just 5Ohr flying. Insurance and 
fuel are the biggest burdens, with the con- 
stant worry of replacement parts, par- 
ticularly engines, always looming up. Sally B 
has to pay her way and filmwork, television 
programmes and airshow appearances are 
the only means of achieving this unless 
sponsorship can be found from a commercial 
organisation. A Sally B supporters club is 
actively raising funds and looking for ways 
to assist the aim of keeping this fine aircraft 
flying. For details send an SAE to B-17 pres- 
ervation, 277 Chiswick High Road, London 
W4 4PU (Tel 01-995 5155). 


Preservation view 

With the restoration of the TB-25 Mitchell, 
44-30210, under way at Cranfield during the 
winter, some information has come to light 
about its early history in the USA. It was 
built at the North American factory in 
Kansas and was delivered to the USAAF on 
19 December 1944. It first saw service in 
March 1945 when it was delivered from the 
2532nd Base Unit at Randolph AFB, Tx to 
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February the Commandant of the Army Air 
Corps Centre, Col Mike Badger prc, 
launched an appeal to raise £400,000 to con- 
struct a new building as an extension of the 
present museum. This would effectively 
increase the size to 16,000sq ft or four times 
its present area. It is hoped that former 
members of the Air Corps and its antece- 
dents as well as members of the public keen 
to see the ‘missing’ British air arm have suit- 
able facilities to preserve its history, will con- 
tribute to the appeal fund in the Corps' Silver 
Jubilee year. Contributions should be sent to 
the Army Air Corps Museum Appeal, Army 
Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop, Stock- 
bridge, Hants SO20 8DY. 


Another TV star 

After the Dakotas of Ruskin Air Services, 
we now have the B-17 Flying Fortress of the 
8h AF USAAF making its weekly 
appearance on our television screens in the 
London Weekend Television series ‘We'll 
Meet Again’. This 13-part serial which 
started on 19 April tells the story of a Bomb 
Group and the impact it had on the small 
town near which it is based in 1943. For 
filming purposes the location chosen for the 
operational airfield was West Malling, Kent 
and in May 1981 it was transformed for two 
weeks with all the ‘razmataz’ of the TV-film 
business, into an 8th AF base. Flying star 
was Britain's only airworthy B-17 Sally B 
44-85784 from Duxford. Other B-17s seen in 
the series are either cardboard replicas or 
models. 

To avoid confusion with any actual Bomb 
Group of WW2, Sally B was carefully 
repainted in a ficticious colour scheme and in 
fact carried different markings on each side 
of the fuselage to represent two different air- 
craft. Several serial numbers were carried 
during the filming for the same reason. The 
main identity adopted for the series was 
Ginger Rogers and suitable nose-art was 
applied on the port side just forward of the 
cockpit. Perhaps the most important change 
that occurred to the B-17 for the filming was 
that it acquired what appears to be a com- 
plete set of turrets. These are not all that they 
seem, however, as they are glass-fibre 
replicas made by the London Weekend team, 
and riveted into place by the B-17 engineer- 
ing team. It has given the aircraft a much 
more realistic appearance and is one of the 
bonuses emanating from its television role. 
One touch of realism that its owners would 
not permit was repainting the aircraft in a 
drab olive colour-scheme current on the type 
in 1943 — the silver colour scheme did not 
come in until 1944. Pilot for the film 
sequences was Capt Keith Sissons who gave 
some startling displays of flying which duly 
impressed the spectators and film crew alike. 
What has avoided the cutting room floor will 
be well worth watching in the series as well 
as the *other female lead' Susannah York 
who plays one of the English locals. 

The B-17 is operated by B-17 Ltd, 
established in 1979 by the aircraft's owner 
Ted White. The main purpose of the 
company is to keep the Fortress airworthy 
as a flying memorial to the many US airmen 
who lost their lives in Europe during WW2. 
It is based at Duxford, Cambs with the 


in existence until just before the end of the 
war. 

Although the concept of air observation 
for the artillery went back to the early-1930s 
with proposals from Captains Parham and 
Bazeley, the idea of letting competent gunner 
officers fly the aircraft did not come to frui- 
tion until 1942. In 1939 Bazeley conducted 
trials at Larkhill for the War Office but the 
Air Ministry insisted that current Army 
co-operation types, such as the Lysander, 
should be used. Although the trials were 
successful it was obvious that the Lysander 
was too large for the job. Reluctantly the Air 
Ministry agreed to obtain a handful of 
impressed Taylorcraft Plus Model C light 
aircraft to equip an experimental Air OP 
Flight. Thus *D Flight" came into being and 
was sent to France in April 1940. Trials took 
place throughout 1941 in England and 
despite efforts by the Air Ministry to close 
down the experiment, Bazeley finally won 
the day and a production order for the 
military version of the Taylorcraft was 
placed. This was the Model 2/1 or the 
Auster Mk I as it was known by the RAF. 
Work commenced in February 1942 and the 
first production aircraft LB263 was flown on 
7 May and delivered to Boscombe Down a 
week later. By late summer further Auster Is 
had been delivered to Bazeley's Flight which 
had now become No 651 Squadron and were 
in front-line service in North Africa in Nov- 
ember. Although seriously underpowered 
and lacking rearward vision for its Air OP. 
role in its initial version, the Auster con- 
tinued in service through its later marks III, 
IV, V, AOP6, T7 and AOP9 being refined 
stage by stage. At the formation of the 
modern day Army Air Corps in 1957, the 
Auster comprised the great majority of the 
equipment handed over by the RAF to the 
new service. However, its days were num- 
bered as the helicopter came on to the scene. 
Although the Skeeter was inadequate on its 
own, the delivery of Scouts, Alouettes and 
Sioux in the early-1960s brought about its 
final demise. 

Today only one example of the long 
Auster line remains airworthy with the Army 
Air Corps, this is AOP9 XR244, which has 
been retained for the Historic Aircraft Flight. 
Now restricted to 25hr flying/annum it is 
hoped that the Auster will be flown for 
display purposes for a good number of years 
to come. A number of Austers in military 
guise are owned and operated by private 
individuals and the Air Corps hopes to bring 
as many of them as possible together for 
*Army Air 82' at Middle Wallop in July 
when 40 Years of the Auster AOP will be 
celebrated by a special static display. 
Included in these ‘military’ Austers are 
Auster I LB312/G-AHXE, Auster III 
MT438/G-AREI, Auster IV  NJ695/ 
G-AJXV, Auster V RT610/G-AKWS, 
TJ569/G-AKOW, Auster AOP6 WJ358/ 
G-ARYD, Auster T7 WE569/G-ASAJ and 
Auster و4029‎  XP282/G-BGTC and 
XR240/G-BDFH. 

An Auster AOP9, WZ721, is squeezed 
into the tiny Museum of Army Flying at 
Middle Wallop alongside Skeeter XL813 
and the fuselage of Airspeed Horsa II 
BAPC-80 (believed to be TL769) In 
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Top: Booker-based DH82A Tiger Moth, 
G-ANFM on its way to Finmere on 14 February 
for the St Valentine's Day Fly-in. 


Above: One of the most notable aircraft at the 
Valentine's Day Fly-in was L-21B Super Cub, 
G-SCUB Super Snooper, that was fitted with a 
unique two-whee! bogie main undercarriage. 
Photos: Francois Prins 


April 

4 Finmere, Bucks: Vintage Aircraft 
Club Daffodil Rally 

4 Sandown, Isle of Wight: Breakfast 
Patrol 

11 Sandown, Isle of Wight: Vintage and 
Classic Aircraft Fly-in 

11-12 Sywell, Northants: Barnstormers Air 
Display (‘Red Arrows’ on 12 April) 

12 Popham, Hants: Jodel Fly-in 

12 Old Warden, Beds: Shuttleworth 
Flying Day 

18 Henstridge, Somerset: PFA Wessex 
Strut Spring Fly-in 

18 Old Warden, Beds: International 
Auster Pilot Club Fly-in 

25 Barton, Lancs: PFA North-West 
Strut Fly-in 

30-3 May — Jersey, CI: Jersey International 
Air Rally 


ee 


For some of this month’s contributions we would 
like to thank: Capt J. Ball AAC, R. Bonser, D. 
Conway, Maj I. Cornall AAC, Capt J. Cross 
AAC, J. Guthrie, A. March, I. O'Neill, G. 
Roberts, E. Shackleton, D. Simms and R. Wright. 
Also the publications: Air Scotland, Air Strip, 
Aviation Ireland, British Aviation Review, 
Cotswold Messenger, Humberside Air Review, 
Irish Air Letter, Prestwick Airport Letter, 
Scottish Air News, Skyward and South West 
Aviation News. 
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After a poor start to the year with the near 
cancellation of all January air events, 
success was to come to the Vintage Aircraft 
Club with the Valentines Day Fly-in at 
Finmere on 14 February. A calm, bright day 
attracted a good number of participants to 
venture out to the Buckinghamshire airfield 
and a warm welcome from David Harper 
and his VAC colleagues. Of the 40 plus 
arrivals perhaps the most interesting were 
Cessna 120, G-BJML, from the Cliff Lovell 
stable; Tiger Moth G-ALIW, imported from 
the USA last year as N27WB ex-ZK-ATI, 
R5006 recently flown after restoration at 
Walkeridge Farm by Cliff Lovell; L-21B 
Super Cub G-SCUB painted in US colours 
with its former serial 54-2447, named Super 
Snooper and sporting a unique two-wheel 
bogey main undercarriage, flown in from 
Anwick, Lincs by N. D. Needham; and no 
less than six Austers including veteran Auto- 
crat G-AGVN from Leicester. 

The 1982 air events programme gets 
under way early in April with the Vintage 
Aircraft Club's Daffodil Rally at Finmere. 
The first air display is the now traditional, 
two-day event at Sywell over the Easter 
weekend, marking the debut for the 'Red 
Arrows' in its third season with Hawks. 
Prior to this the team will have been working 
up with a short overseas trip to Akrotiri, 
Cyprus in March. At the time of going to 
press the following events are scheduled to 
take place during April. As usual anyone 
planning to visit an event listed is advised to 
check with the organiser before setting out 
that it is taking place and is open to the 
public. 


Left: Reserve Hawk T1, XX349, has been used 
by the ‘Red Arrows’ at RAF Kemble for winter 
training. The aircraft was photographed at the 
station on 9 February. 


Below left: Rugby Special — Caravelle VI, 
F-GATZ, of Minerve at Bristol-Lulsgate, after 
flying in French rugby fans for the international 
against Wales on 6 February. 

Photos: Peter R. March 


strength at its peak around mid-year. One air- 
craft (XZ611) has been specially modified by 
Westland as a TOW airborne trainer 
(TOWAT) and has a video camera installed 
in the sight linked to an on-board video- 
recorder and monitor for the instructor. The 
Centre will be forming a six-helicopter 
display team for the ‘Army Air 82’ event in 
July. 

Sporting fixtures prove quite a boon to the 
charter airline operators both large and 
small. Horse racing provides airlift require- 
ments from France and Ireland involving 
Vanguards, CL-44s down to Skyvans, while 
football matches bring in unusual aircraft 
and airlines from all over Europe. The five 


nations rugby competition also has its 
regular air travellers, with the French 
supporters usually bringing the most 


interesting items when they make the long 
journey to Wales, Ireland or Scotland. This 
year, the Wales-Ireland match at Cardiff on 
6 February proved no exception, bringing 
the following to Rhoose: Boeing 727 
F-BPJV in the new ‘tri-livery’ of Air Charter 
International, Air France and Air Inter, 
Bandeirante F-GBRM of Brit air, Beech 99 
F-BIEM of Air Limousin TA and Learjet 
F-GDCP of Uni-Air International. Bristol 
also attracted three of the rugby ‘specials’ 
including Caravelle VI F-GATZ of 
Toulouse-based Minerve. 

With the threat of closure to make room 
for a short-wave radio mast now removed, 
Henstridge, the former RN air station in 
Somerset, is now fully active. Airfield 
operator Tony Young has established a 
thriving charter company Aly Aviation using 
Hughes 500 G-BHST and Partenavia P68 
G-BIFZ. Among the winter residents in 
February was a pair of Moths G-AAWO 
and G-ABEV, the Lockspeiser LDAOI 
G-AVOR and PA-15 Vagabond G-ASHU. 
This airfield will be the venue for the first 
PFA Fly-in of 1982, when the Wessex Strut 
holds its Spring event on 18 April. 

Another airfield with its future now settled 
is Wycombe Air Park, or Booker as it is 
more generally known. Providing hangarage 
for Patrick Lindsay's collection of warbirds 
and the base for Personal Plane Services, it 
always houses interesting aircraft. At the 
beginning of February this included a trio of 
Pilatus P-2s, a pair of Spitfires, Great Lakes 
G-BIIZ, recently imported Vagabond 
G-ALEH and an unusually modified 
Jungmann G-BECX now powered by a 
180hp Lycoming engine. 


Left: The unusual profile for Jungmann, 
G-BECX, comes from its re-engining with a 
180hp Lycoming engine 


Photo: Peter R. March 
APRIL 1982 


RNAS Yeovilton at the end of last year have 
been put into short term storage. Similarly 
Hawks now being delivered to the RAF at 
the end of the production line are going into 
storage at RAF Abingdon as reserve air- 
craft. However, two of them (XX347 and 
XX349) were acquired by the *Red Arrows" 
early in the New Year to make up the team's 
strength while aircraft were on overhaul. It 
would appear that one of the late deliveries 
to the MoD at Bedford, X X344 was lost in a 
landing accident after a photographic 
mission. 

At the Army Air Corps Centre, Middle 
Wallop the Lynx Conversion Flight is being 
increased in size to cope with the throughput 
of pilots converting from Scouts as the type 
is phased out in BAOR this year; and with 
the added number of TOW-gunners being 
trained by the  Aircrewman Training 
Squadron. The Flight will have nine Lynx on 
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would be established by British Aerospace at 
Filton to train instructors. 

It has now been confirmed that the first 
Tornado GRI unit will be No 9 Squadron 
forming at RAF Honington early this year 
and will be followed by No 617 Squadron in 
the autumn. The first West German unit is 
the Navy's MFGI at Schleswig. Recent 
additions to the TTTE at RAF Cottesmore 
(listed in November 1981 ‘airview’) are: 
24548 (B-10), 28543 (B-59), 43+23 (G-34) 
— this corrects the previous list — 43+20 
(G-73), 43+24 (G-74), 43+25 (G-75). After 
a delay of two years because of the 
structural problems of the Buccaneers, 
No 216 Squadron now seems likely to form 
at Lossiemouth shortly, as the second 
maritime assigned Buccaneer unit. 

Deliveries of the Sea Harrier now seem to 
be running ahead of Royal Navy require- 
ments and ZA176 and ZA190 delivered to 


Air Museum, Beaver XP811, is definitely not 
there and is still in operational use with the 
Army Air Corps! 

The City of Norwich Museum collected 
Mystere IVA No 121 on 31 March and the 
Cornwall Aero Park has acquired Whirlwind 
HARIO XP350. The Midland Air Museum 
has brought in Cessna 172E D-ECDU 
which was used for film work at Denham as 
G-ASOK. The Museum of Army Flying at 
Middle Wallop has added Auster AOP9 
XP242, Sioux XT190, 71550, 7883M/ 
7884M composite *XT150' and MATS ‘B’ 
ZA209 to its stored collection. It is thought 
likely that an Auster AOP9, XR277, will form 
the basis for an exchange deal with the US 
Army for an L-19 from Fort Rucker, later 
this year. The Nene Valley Group has 
obtained Vampire T11  XE935 from 
No 1066 Squadron ATC at Hitchin. 

The disposal of Vulcans is gathering 
momentum with the majority going to St 
Athan for scrapping. Two earmarked for 
saving are XM603 and XJ824. The former 
was due to be flown to BAe Woodford on 
12 March and the latter to the Imperial War 
Museum at Duxford in the near future; 
XM603 finally served with No 44 Squadron 
and XJ824 with No 101 Squadron. The 
second aircraft was used by Sir John Gandy 
for a round-the-world flight. The South 
Yorkshire APS is refurbishing a 7/8 scale 
SES replica for display and has acquired the 
fire damaged Cessna T210L G-BAGE, that 
was flown round the world by Judith 
Chisholm. It was damaged at Gamston on 
17 January when it caught fire on starting. 

The RAF is disposing of Hunters and 
Canberras as well as Vulcans as these 
fighters and bombers of the 1950s are with- 
drawn from flying. At present most of the 
Hunters are going to technical training 
establishments or to operational stations for 
battle-damage repair training, while the Can- 
berras are being gathered at Samlesbury for 
possible future sale. Hunter allocations so far 
have been: XE608/8717M to RAF Bruggen, 
XF383/8706M to RAF Wittering, XF386/ 
8707M to RAF Coltishall, XF439/8712M 
to RAF Abingdon, XF509/8708M to RAE 
Apprentice School Bedford, XG209/8709M 
to 1 SoTT Halton, XG225/8713M to 2 
SoTT Cosford, XG264/8715M to RAF 
Brawdy, XG274/8710M to 1 SoTT Halton, 
XG290/8711M to 1 SoTT Halton and 
XK149/8714M to RAFC Cranwell. Can- 
berras flown in, or brought in by road, 
mostly from St Athan, for storage include: 
WE188 (T4), WE192 (T4), WH777 (PR7), 
WH796 (PR 7), WH846 (T4), WH850 (T4), 
WH914 (B2) WJ639 (TT18), WJ721 
(TT18), WK122 (TT18), WT483 (T4), 
WT488 (T4) WT537 (PR7) and 3 
(T4). 


Round-up 

An announcement is expected shortly con- 
cerning orders from the Nigerian Govern- 
ment for Jaguars and Strikemasters for the 
Nigerian AF. This much needed work for the 
Jaguar line at BAe Warton and the Strike- 
master facility at BAe Hurn would come at 
the eleventh hour for the latter. As part of 
the package a Strikemaster training flight 
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ration Type Owner or opera 


G-FYAS Osprey Mk 4H2 balloon B. Miles 
G-FYAT Osprey Mk 4D balloon 0 D. Templeman 
G-FYAU Williams Mk 2 balloon MDW-02 Bowater 
G-FYAV Osprey Mk 4E2 balloon ASC-247 C. Egan & ©. Stiles 
G-FYAW  Portswood Mk XVI balloon S. Joste 
G-FYAX Osprey Mk 4B balloon A. Dalmas & P. 6. Tarr 
G-FYAY Osprey Mk 1E balloon ASC-137 K, Levenson 
G-FYAZ ^ Osprey Mk 4D2 balloon ASC-241 A. Roblett 
FYBA  Portswood Mk XVI balloon R. Rundle 
FYBB  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-151 P. Chown 
FYBC  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-154 A. Hassell 
FYBD Osprey Mk 1E balloon ASC-136 
G-FYBE ^ Osprey Mk 4D balloon ASC-128 
FYBF Osprey Mk 5 balloon ASC-218  M. Vincent 
FYBG Osprey Mk 462 balloon ASC-204 M. Vincent 
Osprey Mk 4G balloon ASC-214 M. Vincent 
Osprey Mk 4H balloon ASC-234 M. Vincent 
Osprey Mk 3B balloon ASC-121 M. J. Sheather 
G-FYBK Osprey Mk 462 balloon ASC-228 A.G. Coe & S. R. Burgess 
G-FYBL Osprey Mk 4D balloon ASC-210 P.A. Tilley 
G-FYBM Osprey Mk 4G balloon ASC-212 6.0 Anderson 
G-FYBN Osprey Mk 462 balloon ASC-227 M. Ford 
FYBO Osprey Mk 48 balloon AKC-94 D. Eaves 
G-FYBP European E84PW balloon $20 D. Eaves 
G-FYBR Osprey Mk 4G2 balloon ASC-203 N.A. Partridge 
G-FYBS  Portswood Mk XIV balloon ASK-160 M. J. Sheather 
G-FYBT  Portswood Mk XVI balloon  ASK-172 M. Hazlewood 
G-FYBU  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-170 M. A. Roblett 
G-FYBV Osprey Mk 402 balloon ASC-245 D.1. Garrod 
G-FYBW Osprey Mk 4D balloon ASC-126 N.I, McAllen 
G-FYBX ^ Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK~1 1. Chadwick 
G-FYBY Osprey Mk 4D balloon ACK-101 K. H. Turner 
G-FYBZ Osprey Mk 1E balloon ASC-135 S. J. Showbridge 
G-FYCA Osprey Mk 4D balloon ASC-123 R. G. Crewe 
G-FYCB Osprey Mk 4B balloon ASC-129 I. R. Hemsley 
Gulfstream 695A 96033 Mann Aviation Ltd 
PA-18 Super Cub 135 18-3630 Piper Cub Consortium 
(Jersey) Ltd (PH-VCH/R-103, 
54-2331) 
AS350B Ecureuil 1530 Colt Car Co Ltd (G-BJMY) 
AA-5A Cheetah 0730 W. H. Wilkins Ltd (G-BHTZ/ 
N26795) 
DH104 Devon C2 04220 J. D. Rees (VP967) 
AA-5A Cheetah 0743 W. H. Wilkins Ltd (G-BHWJJ 
N28623) 
G-MABI Cessna F150L 0931 M. A. Berriman (G-BGOJ/ 
PH-KDA) 
G-MBDX Electra Eagle AL-1 Ardenco Ltd 
G-MBEO Flexiform Sealander HWW-01 H. Williams 
G-MBFE Eagle Rainbow 3392 P. Cole 
G-MBFT Sigma 12 Meter 21 D. P, Watts 
G-MBGL Flexiform SealanderSkytrike — HF-1 H. Field 
G-MBGM Eipper Quicksilver MX 8610989 R. Gill 
G-MBGN Weedhopper Model A 0061 D. Roberts 
G-MBGO American Eagle Microlight IMW-01 1, Willsh 
G-MBGP Typhoon Skytrike T4B1141L — M. Collett 
G-MBHE American Eagle Microlight 4210 D. K. W. Paterson 
G-MBHF Pterodactyl Ptraveller DBG-01 D. Gurry 
G-MBHG Solar Storm Buggy 8172333 A. Sharpe 
G-MBHH  Flexform Sealander Skytrike  GJN-1 G. J. Norris 
G-MBHI  Tripacer 250 Kamouette PTA-1 P. T. Anstey 
Atlas 18 
G-MBHJ Hornet Microlight GH-1 G. Haigh 
G-MBHK  Flexiform Skytrike EB-1 E, Barfoot 
G-MBHL Skyhook Skytrike S-187 C. R. Brewitt 
G-MBHM — Weedhopper Microlight JH-1 J. Hopkinson 
G-MBHN ^ Weedhopper Microlight SH-1 S. Hopkinson 
G-MBHO Skyhook Super Sabre Tril AB-01 A. Bielawski 
G-MBHP American Eagle Microlightll — 2986 P. Trollope & H. Caldwell 
G-MBHR  Flexiform Skytrike YPO-01 Y. P. Ogborne. 
G-MBHS Flexiform Skysails RH-01 M. V. Rainform & J, Hardy 
G-MBHT Chargus T250 007 5 
G-MBHU Flexiform Hilander Skytrike —— RMS-01 R. M. Strange 
G-MBHV  Pterodactyl Ptraveller HP-01 H. Partridge 
G-MBHW Eagle Microlight MECF-01 P. D. Lloyd-Davies 
G-MBHX Pterodactyl Ptraveller WFT-01 W. F. Tremayne 
G-MBHY 'odactyl Ptraveller TCNC-01 T. C. N. Carroll 
G-MBHZ Pterodactyl Ptraveller T. Deeming 
G-MBIA  Flexiform Sealander Skyt 8. Barlow 
G-MBIB — Mainair Flexiform Sealander A. D. Pearson 
G-MBIC Hummer Microlight B. Wronski 
G-MBMA Eipper Quicksilver MX M. Maxwell 
G-MBXX Ultralight Mirage II Newell Aircraft & Tool Co Ltd 
G-MCOX Fuji FA200-180A0 West Surrey Engineering 
(Shepperton) Ltd 
G-NAVY DH104 Sea Devon C20 0 J. S. Flavell & K. Fehrenbach 
(X348) 
G-OPIK Eiri PIK-20E 20233 R. L. McLean & ptnrs 
G-PINT Cameron 65 barrel balloon 794 Charles Wells Ltd 
G-PTER Beech C90 King Air LJ-944 Colt Car Co Ltd (G-BIEE) 
6-8086 Bell 206A JetRanger 405 R. G. Woodward (G-AXMM/ 
N1469W) 
G-SCAH Cameron V-77 balloon 788 S. C. A. Hawarth 
G-SKIP. Cameron V-77 balloon 801 Skipton Building Society 
G-SKSA Skyship 500 airship 1214/3 Airship Industries Ltd 
G-STAG Cameron 0-65 balloon 796 Holker Estates Ltd 
G-TJET Lockheed T-33A — Aces High Ltd (DT-566 
RDAF-51-8566) 
————————————————— 
ht: The first production Jetstream 31, G-TALL, at BAe Prestwick 
during the unveiling ceremonies on 25 January 1982 (see feature on 
pages 166-170 this issue). In the background can be seen the Jetstream 
31 cabin mock-up Photo: Allan Burney 
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register 


Compiled by Alan J. Wright 


THE GLUT of allocations this month is due to a further cascade of 
microlights and toy balloons. In the latter case, such objects now 
have their own special sequence starting at G-FYAA. Perhaps it 
may prove to be not so attractive as a genuine in-sequence 
registration. 

Those with sufficient stamina to sift through this pile of plastic and 
string in search of something interesting will be well rewarded. The 
Auster J/2 returns after a lifetime in Africa, while a ‘mongrel’ Tiger 
Moth also appears; the result of combining a number of airframes to 
get one airworthy aircraft. A Devon and Sea Devon look set for a 
new lease of life, three more well travelled Friendships for British 
Midland Airways and even a T-33 from Denmark bring some 
variety. Incidentally Aces High have also acquired the two Dakotas 
G-AKNB and G-AMPZ, both of which have been sitting unused in 
their Irish marks for many months. 


Registration Type Cin Owner or operator 


G-AHRO ^ Cessna 140 8069 R. I. Souch (N89065) 
G-ALTO Cessna 140 14253 R. I. Souch (N2040V) 
G-BIOJ Commander 112TCA 13192 J. W. Rees 
G-BIWW Zlin Z326 Trener Master 932 G. C. Masterton (F-BPNQ) 
G-BIZZ Cessna 500 Citation 0411 Vickers Ltd 
G-BJBJ Boeing 737-275 22632 Orion Airways Ltd 
G-BJIY Cessna T3370 1062 C. G. Sims 
G-BJTC Auster J/2 Arrow 2370 D. M. Dicken (5Y-KHD/ 
VP-KHD) 
G-BJVJ Cessna F152 1906 Northair Aviation Ltd 
G-BJVO Cameron 0-50 balloon 768 Cameron Balloons Ltd 
G-BJVR PA-38-112 Tomahawk 79A0994 CSE Aviation Ltd 
G-BJVT Cessna F152 1904 Rogers Aviation Ltd 
G-BJVU Thunder Ax6-56 balloon 397 Thunder Balloons Ltd 
G-BJVW Sikorsky S-76A 760052 Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
(N104BH) 
BJVX Sikorsky S-76A 760100 Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
(N108BH) 
G-BJVY Sikorsky 5-764 760024 Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
(N1028H) 
G-BJVZ Sikorsky S-76A 760084 Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
(N107BH) 
G-BJWA Short SD3-30 SH3084 Short Bros Ltd 
G-BJWB BAe 125 srs 7008 257158 Opencity Ltd 
G-BJWD Zenith CH-300 10729 D. Winton 
G-BJWG Beech 200 Super King Air BB-1051 agle Aircraft Services Ltd 
G-BJWJ ^ Cameron V-65 balloon 802 R. G. Turnbull & S. G. Forse 
G-BJWR DH82A Tiger Moth W-01 D. R. Whitby & ptnrs 
G-BJWS SA330J Puma 1517 Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
(F-GCJI) 
G-BJWT Wittman W10 Tailwind 10688 J. F. Bakewell & 
R. A. Shelley 
Thunder Ax7-65Z balloon 406 Thunder Balloons Ltd 
Colt 17A balloon 391 Lighter-Than-Air Ltd 
Cessna F172N 2148 Westair Flying Services Ltd 
S-55 Whirlwind HAR21 J. E. Wilkie (WV 198; 
130191 USN) 
PA-19 Super Cub 95 18-1361 G. V. Harfield (51-15361) 
PA-28RT-201 Arrow IV 8218003 CSE Aviation Ltd (N8406L) 
Short SD3-30 SH3085 Short Bros Ltd 
Short S03-30 SH3086 Short Bros Ltd 
Short S03-30 SH3087 Short Bros Ltd 
Fournier RF-5 5054 P. Storey & ptnrs 
Auster AOP9 184 A. Southern & R. J. Rudhall 
(XR267) 
F-27 Friendship 200. 10302 British Midland Airways Ltd 
(S2-ABF/VT-DUT/9N-AAW/ 
VT-DUT/9N-AAS/VT-DUT/ 
PH-FIW) 
F-27 Friendship 200 10241 British Midland Airways Ltd 
(5H-MRO/SH-AAP/5X-AAP, 
VP-KTK/PH-FFG) 
G-BMAW  F-27 Friendship 200 10212 British Midland Airways Ltd 
(8H-MRH/5H-AAC/5Y-AAC/ 
VP-KSB/PH-FEB) 
G-BZZZ  Enstrom F-28A 138 Chiltern Handbags Ltd 
(G-BBBZ) 
G-FYAA Osprey Mk 4D balloon ASC-139 
G-FYAB Osprey Mk 48 balloon ASC-107 
G-FYAC  Portswood Mk XVI balloon —— ASK-163 
G-FYAD  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ^ ASK-164 
G-FYAE  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-165 
G-FYAF  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-166 
G-FYAG  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-167 
G-FYAH  Portswood Mk XVI balloon ASK-168 J. 
G-FYAI Portswood Mk XVI balloon ^ ASK-169 J 
G-FYAJ Kelsey balloon 01 P. J. Kelsey 
G-FYAK European E21 balloon $12 J. E. Christopher 
G-FYAL Osprey Mk 4E2 balloon ASC-239 J. Goodman 
G-FYAM Osprey Mk 4E2 balloon ASC-246 P. Goodman 
G-FYAN Williams balloon MDW-1 M.D. Williams 
G-FYAO Williams balloon MDW-01 M.D. Williams 
G-FYAP Williams Mk 2 balloon MDW-03 G. E. Clarke 
G-FYAR Williams Mk 2 balloon MDW-O4 S.T. Wallbank 
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AIRBAND RADIOS , 


Call in and see the best selection of AIRBANDS IN THE UK or 
send 25p in stamps for our fully illustrated catalogue. Prices 
from £6.95 to over £200, We must have one to suit you. 
Plus our Exclusive 08600 fully portable scanner with a 
manual tune coupled to an LCD FREQUENCY READOUT. 
Send a 15}p stamp for separate data sheet. SEE the Signal 
range including the R517, R528 Pocket scanner and the 
R512 8 channel Scanner, also the Regency DFS still one of 
the better synthesised Airbands. Callers welcome friendly 
personal service plus really helpful advice. Access & 
Barclaycard accepted. Comprehensive Frequency booklet 
0p from 


Pocket Sharp £13.95 
Saxon Concorde £6.95 
p&p extra 


SWINBURNE AVIATION, 
HANGAR ROAD OFFICES, 
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT, 
R600 WEST MIDLANDS B26 30J 
Tel: 021-742 8704 


Scanning Airband Monitor 
£189.00 Complete, p&p extra 


HANNOVER 
AIR SHOW 


MAY 1982 


Weekend trips 
by COACH (departure 20 May) 
by AIR (departure 22 May) 


Full details from: Trevor Bailey 


Gold Star Travel Services Ltd 


146 High Road, Byfleet, Surrey 
Phone: 09323 40402 


D MAIL ORDER 
SPECIAL OFFER 


W Limited quantities W ex-display stock @ 


COASTAL 
COMMAND 
AT 

WAR 


Chaz Bowyer 


A pictorial tribute to the men and 
aircraft who patrolled our coasts 
and kept the shipping lanes free 
during World War 2. 


114"x84" 160pp 
230 photographs 


Usually: £6.95 
Now only: £3.50 


Offer only applicable to orders placed with the 
Mail Order Dept 


Use our POST FREE Mail Order Service. Barclaycard/ 
Access card holders can simply call 09322 28950 
with their order details. 


EV nv HY] SHEPPERTON TW17 8AS 
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VHF AIRCRAFT BAND RADIOS 


Ingersol, MW/FM/VHF (pocket size) £14.00 
Sharp MW/VHF (pocket size) £13.00 
Waltham, MW/LW/FM/VHF £27.00 
Sky Ace 517 Airband Portable Monitor £49.45 
Worldstar, Marine 1-2 L:W/MW/FM/VHF/PSB £32.00 
R512 8 Channel Monitor £147.00 
R528 Portable 6 chan Scanner £69.50 
Digital Flight Scan Monitor £215.00 


‘Air Route Charts’: British Isles, part of Europe, low or high altitude. £2.30 each 
post free. Areas: London, Birmingham, Manchester, Scottish, Dublin, 
Channel Isles £1.30 each (post free) 

UK VHF Frequency Guide. £1.70 (post free) 


LANGTONS RADIO, High Street, Rocester, 
Staffs 0889-590388 


Money-back Guarantee Full Lists SAE 
Mail Order, add £1.00 Radios Counter Service 


AVIATION VIDEO 


Exclusive Video Cassettes on Aviation subjects now available 
CONFEDERATE AIR FORCE Harlingen. Texas — AIRSHOW 81. Featurin, 
tha WW2 Aircraft and Flying Displays of ine Ghost Squadron. Filmed over the 

90 mins 


Featuring most of YQ displays and 
exclusive film on the mpet Air scenes 120 mins 
INTERNATIONAL AIR DAY 81 ANAS, Yoovilton, Somerset, UK. Featuring 
the aircraft and flying displays from the Royal Navy and RAF and Commando 
Helicopter Assault and exlusive air to air fim. 
"BATTLE OF BRITAIN" AIR DAY 81 Abingdon, Berkshire, UK. 

Featuring the aircraft and flying displays. 120 mins 

F RED ARROWS 81 Flying displays at mixed locations. 30 mins 
PORTLAND NAVY DAY 81 AN. Portland, Dorset, UK. Ships and flying 


Us rou 

US TOUR 81 No 1 Filmed from the air — Las Vegas, Lake Mead, Hoover Dam, 

Grand Canyon 60 mins 

US TOUR 81 No 2 Johnson Space Centre, Museum and Shuttle. Kennedy 

Space Contre Museum and Air Force Rockets Cape Canaveral and Pad 3A | 
mins 


Shuttle 
US TOUR 81 No 3 Space Shuttle (Columbia) STS T Space Flight. 30 mins 


/allable: — VHS, BETA, 2002, VCR, PAL, SECAM. Export Formats avi 

dd £3 to quoted price and state clearly requirements with your order, Add £2 to. 

‘ordered for P&P. Allow 28 days for delivery and enclose stamped addressed env 
for list on tape contents and confirmation of your order 


Cheque/PO made payable to: 
Westward Video Services Ltd, PO Box 2, Weymouth, Dorset, 
England 


120 mins 


30 mins 


AEROPRINT TOURS 
HANNOVER AIR FAIR (May 18-25) 


3 day £45; 7 day coach tours £165 complete inc 
EAST BERLIN-Dusseldorf-Brussels-Amsterdam 


GRENOBLE (June 2-7) 


7 day coach tour £105 inc Reims-TURIN-GENEVA-Paris 


SCANDINAVIA (September 19-28) 


10 day coach tours est £220, featuring Copenhagen-Oslo- 
Stockholm-Gardermoen Norwegian AFB/Museum 


Specialised Hangar and Apron Tours included Nationwide 
pick-up — send large SAE to: 


14 Kenilworth Drive, Eastleigh, Hants 


A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO FLY IN A 


D. H. RAPIDE 


30 minute flights operate from Biggin Hill flying over The City of 
London (or other places of interest by special arrangement), every 
weekend 1st April to 30th June also September & October. £15 per 
seat. 


For bookings contact: 
Southern Joyrides Ltd, Box No 811, lan Allan Ltd, 
Terminal House, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8AS 


APRIL 1982 


WANTED PHOTOGRAPHERS' COLLECTIONS. We are prepared to purchase 
private photographers’ collections for future publication in books and magazines. We 
are seeking black and white prints of railway, transport, military and aviation subjects, 
not covering present-day operations. Let us make you an offer. Apply, enclosing a few 
sample prints if possible, to: — C.J. Leigh, Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, 
Shepperton TW17 8AS. 


HORNBY DUBLO. Top prices paid by enthusiast for 2-rail and 3-rail items/ 
collections. — P. J. Swain, ‘Nutcote’, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone. Tel: 50796. 
DINKY DIECAST aircraft wanted. All types wanted. Good prices paid. — Dave 
Sutton, 8 Sutton Close, Albemarle Road, Beckenham, Kent. Tel: 01-650 1507. 

OLD AIRLINE TIMETABLES wanted, especially UK airlines. Will buy or 
exchange. Full details to: — Box 807, c/o Aircraft Illustrated, Terminal House, 
Shepperton, Middlesex TW 17 8AS. 

WANTED. Janes all the Worlds Aircraft, all years. Please contact stating price 
required and condition. — J. Coleman, 46 Manston Drive, Bishops Stortford, Herts. 
Phone 0279 21166 Daytime, 0279 57935 evenings. 

BOOKS WANTED. Mission completed by Sir Basil Embry. Low attack by Wing 
Commander J. Wooldridge. Scramble, Wing Commander B. Braham. Also Air 
Training Corps Gazettes, loose or bound for 1941 and 1942. RAF Flying Review 
Magazines, Before 1953. Details to: — J. Grimshaw, 48 Prestt Grove, Worsley 
Mesnes, Wigan, Lancashire WN3 SUX. 

COURT LINE and VC10s, pictures, slides wanted, — Richard Harrington, 
33A Arrowe Park Road, Upton, Wirral, Merseyside. 051-677-5620. 


Societies and Tours 


FIND THE RARE MODEL PLANE or kit you have been looking for at the Vintage 
Toy Fair & Swopmeet. Sunday 18 April, I2noon-5.15pm. — Castle Hall, Hertford, 
Hertfordshire. (23 miles central London). Enquiries 0992 20376, 


Holiday Accommodation 
PADSTOW. Modernised self contained holiday flats, overlooking Padstow Harbour, 
Cornwall, well equipped, including TV, sleeps 4/5: — Mrs McCormick, The Institute, 
Rock, Cornwall. Tel: 0208-86-2299. 


Publications 
AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED back issue mart. Vast stocks of back issues held in 
stock. — Beaumont, 656 Holloway Road, London N19 3PD. 
AVIATION ROUTE charts and airfield maps at bargain prices. Send £1.50, plus م50‎ 


pp for 100 diferent ones, together with comprehensive price lists. — Avmail, 
9 Hitherwood, Cranleigh GU6 8BN. 


Personal 


JANE SCOTT for genuine friends. Introductions opponit sex with sincerity and 
thoughtfulness. Details free. — Stamp to Jane Scott, 3/AIR, North Street Quadrant, 
Brighton, Sussex. 


Miscellaneous 


LEARN TO FLY: Commercial, Instrument and Multi-engine ratings for less than 
$8,000. Approved for non-immigrant students. Write for catalogue and application to: 
— Aviation Training Inc, 21593 Skywest Drive, Hayward, California, 94541. 
SLIDECOPYING. Reproducing slides to 6” x 4” prints from 24p. Cine films 
transferred to video. SAE for details: — Anbrico Video Services, Pudsey, W 
Yorkshire LS28 TPZ. 

HELP WANTED for trip being planned to USA — California, Arizona, Florida civil 
and military airfields. Tips on where to visit, what to do, what not to do, any 
information would be helpful, reply: — Box No 809, c/o Aircraft Illustrated, Terminal 
House, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8AS. 

PERSONS INTERESTED in military aircraft and creative photography contact me 
by SAE, to form a small society for mutual benefit. — Mr Wolfgang Price, 
Quarrwood, Quarrhill, Binstead, Isle of Wight, Hampshire. 


FOTAVIA AIRCRAFT PHOTOGRAPHS 
LARGE SELECTION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT PHOTOGRAPHS 
LIGHT-EXECUTIVE- AIRLINERS 
Colour Prints 31"x5" on gloss paper for better clarity, only 27p!! per 
print. 
Send 50p for list and sample (overseas orders welcome) to: 


FOTAVIA 19 Helsby Ave, Eastham, Wirral, Merseyside L62 9BZ. 


FLYING DISPLAY 


Famous early aeroplanes of the Shuttleworth Collection — and 

more modern ones — will be in the air in a flying display at Old 

Warden Aerodrome, off the A1 near Biggleswade, Beds, on 

Easter Monday 12 April. Entry: car including all occupants £8, 

or car with driver only £6. Pedestrian or cyclist: adult £2; child 

p Only four main displays this year, so send SAE for dates and 
letails. 


*NEW BOOK * x x NEW BOOK x x x NEW BOOK X 


BRITISH ISLES AIRFIELD GUIDE 9TH EDITION — now available, this, the latest edition of our 
indispensable guide to active and disused airfields in the UK & Eire, is enlarged, completely 
revised & up-dated. 36 pages including sections on Gliding Sites, Alternative Names, 
Satellite Landing Grounds and, for the first time, WW! Airfields. Also included is a 3- 
18" 24" fold out Map showing their locations. Price £2.00 plus م35‎ for p&p 
Also available 
BRITISH HOMEBUILT AIRCRAFT SINCE 1920 2ND ED Price £3.95 plus 60p for p&p 
UNDER B CONDITIONS Price £2.28 plus 35p for p&p 
BRITISH GLIDERS 380 EDITION Price £3.90 plus م35‎ for p&p 


Order trom 
MERSEYSIDE AVIATION SOCIETY LTD, Publications Dept, Hangar 2/E9, Liverpool 
Airport, Liverpool L24 BOE 


AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED 


FREE 


Classified Advertisements 


Announcements in these columns including name and address are FREE for 
the first 20 words and thereafter cost 12p per word for transport related 
subjects only. Advertisements featuring publications and non transport 
matters are charged at 12p per word. Box Number £2 extra. SAE if an 
acknowledgement is required. Advertisers are reminded that the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act apply to all advertisements and any 
misrepresentation is an offence under the Act. Also, the publisher retains the 
right to refuse or withdraw advertisements at its discretion without giving a 
reason and that it does not accept liability for omissions, clerical errors or for 
the bona fides of advertisers, although every care is taken to avoid mistakes 
and advertisements from doubtful sources. 

Copy, with remittance (strictly pre-paid) to AIRCRAFT 
ILLUSTRATED, Classified Advertisements Dept, Terminal House, 
Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8AS, and MUST be received in these offices 
by 29 March for the June issue. 


For Sale 


CANDID AERO-FILES, PO Box 165, Indian Orchard, Ma., 01151, USA, Send م50‎ 

for complete list of aircraft photos & colour slides. List includes world wide military, 

airlines, antiques and service markings. 

BILLIARD TABLES. We specialise in buying and selling traditional Tables of all 

sizes. — Aylesbury 28201. 

COLOUR SLIDES AND PRINTS. For the very best in photographs, be they civil, 

military, old or modern, our Photolist offers an extremely wide selection. For the latest 

issue of the Photolist and samples, write today enclosing £1 (UK); £1.50 (Europe) or 

£2 (Overseas) to: — Flightlines International, Dept AA, 30 Hursley, Winchester 

$021 2JW, England, 

AIRCRAFT PRINTS AND POSTERS. Large range of colour and b/w prints, and 

bevel mounted pictures (ideal gift), at realistic prices, Many other subjects available. 

Send م40‎ for Comprehensive lists (£1.45p including 11^x 161^ colour sample). — 

MBM Products, 59 Cathedral Drive, Spalding, Lincs. 

FREE LIST of aviation collectables and interesting related items from: — Clivedon 

Collection, Hunterscombe, Dorking Road, Leatherhead KT22 8JT. 

CIVIL AND MILITARY SLIDES/prints. Extensive selection, send 50p for lists and 

sample. — P. H. Lee, 12 Neville Close, Bromham, Bedfordshire. 

AVIATION ON STAMPS. Lists, new issues, wants. Send SAE to: — Martin Shaw, 

153 Moorside Road, Urmston, Manchester M31 35J. 

PHILATELISTS! Aircraft stamp issues from many foreign countries, plus first flight 

covers (souvenir envelopes flown on inaugural services). Next illustrated price list free. 

— Swan, PO Box 24, Staines, Middlesex. 

INTERNATIONAL HELICOPTER. Exclusive world-wide register updates, military/ 

civil news, glossy A4 format, Subscription £5.50pa. — Freepost WSM Avon 

BS220BR. 

GENUINE HISTORIC PROPELLERS for sale including Avro 504, BE2c, Camel, 

Dolphin, Farman, Pup, etc. Sensible offers to: — Box 803, c/o Al, Terminal House, 

Shepperton TW17 8AS. 

AVIATION ART PRINTS. Famous artists, limited, unlimited editions, beautiful 32 

pase colour catalogue, send 75p. — Aeroar, 2 Higher Downs, Knutsford, Cheshire 
A168AW. 

QUALITY T-SHIRTS printed with your Club or Society name. From: — 

Hayward-Ts, 19 Dallington Close, Walton on Thames, Surrey. Tel: Weybridge 55781. 

MANCHESTER. Colour photos of scheduled and charter visitors to Ringway. Two 

sizes 15p and 25p, send SAE for list. — Herald Aviation Photos, 41 Hollyhedge 

Road, Manchester M22 7HW. 

AERO AND STEAM LOCO, Windvanes, solid brass. Details from: — Windvanes, 

Beech Lawn, Midtaphouse, Liskeard, Cornwall. 

USAAF OFFICERS gilt winged propeller collar badges, £2.75 pair; boxed wartime 

throat microphones, £3.50; Genuine RFC WO's sleeve badge, £2.30; WW2 USAAF 

Sergeants chevrons £1.50 pair: — Osborne, 54 Gallants Farm Road, E. Barnet, Herts, 

350 DIFFERENT ‘Acroplane’ and ‘Flight’ (weeklies). 1940s and 1950s, some damp 

damaged. Offers, buyer collects: — Myall, 4 Clifford Close, Keyworth, Nottingham 

NG12 5GZ. 

UNIQUE SET of twelve colour photographs of international jetliners, $10. — 

C. Notas, 208-20th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94121, USA. 

SPITFIRE, Mustang, Hurricane. New original framed oil paintings £23 each. 

Commissioners undertaken. Details phone: — 01-527-1717 (Woodford). 

AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED Vol No | to Vol 10 No 11, bound; Aircraft Illustrated 

Extra No | to 16; Air Extra No 1 to 25. Mint condition, complete sets only, highest 

offers secure. — Flt Lt Hume, 17 The Oval, Henlow, Beds 5016 6EU. 

14 AIRCRAFT. auto and military scale model kits only £4.50 the lot. SAE: — Colin 

Read, 56 David Road, Coventry, West Midlands CV1 2BW. 

SCOTLAND/N. ENGLAND, Easter weekend. 15 airfields including East Fortune- 

Aberdeen-Perth-Prestwick. Two nights hotel £52 via Heathrow. — Aeroprints, 

14 Kenilworth Drive, Eastleigh, Hampshire. 

ORIGINAL COLOUR SLIDES, military aircraft only, send SAE or IRC for list to: 

— R. C. Hurt, 64 Railey Road, Northgate, Crawley, Sussex RH10 2BZ. 

TRANSPARENCIES-PRINTS. Military, commercial, light Comprehensive 

catalogue 40p, including sample 60p. Over 25,000 selections. — Aeroprints, 

14 Kenilworth Drive, Eastleigh, Hampshire. 

COLOUR AND BLACK AND WHITE aircraft photographs, SAE for list to: — 

AVIPICS, 11 Holcombe Drive, Llandrindod Wells, Powys LD1 6DN. 


Wanted 


BOOKS WANTED on all transport subjects, good condition essential. Details to: — 
Robert Humm, 6 Fairlawn Grove, London W4. Tel: 01-995 5005. 


DINKY MODEL AIRCRAFT wanted. All ages and conditions considered. — Dave 
Sutton, 8 Sutton Close, Albemarle Road, Beckenham, Kent. 01 650 1507. 
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The Royal Air Force Today and Tomorrow 


R. A. Mason 


From the Harrier hides of 

West Germany to the jungles of 

Belize, from the protection of 

the ‘Offshore Tapestry’ around the coasts 

of the UK to the interception of the Russian *Bears' over Scotland, from the fighter pilot to the latest trainee, 
this volume provides a complete coverage of Britain's air force with a superb collection of action photographs. 


€ The Defence of the UK © Strike and Attack @ Maritime Operations 


C nclude: © Supply and Equipment © Air Mobility © RAF Germany 


111"x81" 144pp Over 250 illustrations inc colour £9.95 


FLEET AIR ARM atwar 


Ray Sturtivant 


The author tells the fascinating story of the growth of shipborne 
airpower from its earliest beginnings in this wartime story of the Fleet 
Air Arm. He covers every aspect of their service, from the 
Mediterranean to the Pacific, the Arctic to the East China Sea, from the 
many viewpoints of those who served in it. 


112"x841" 144pp Over 200 illustrations £8.95 


IAN ALLAN L MAIL ORDER SERVICE SHEPPERTON TW17 8AS ORDER BY 


ORDER BY PHONE GIROBANK 


TD 
: : : Make a transfe 
Barclaycard/ E Barclaycard/Access holders can simply call 09322 28950 with their reto MEORE AT 


Access Accepted — order details. details on the back 


